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Bill the Troubleman Says: 

“What I can’t understand is: Why, if the Bell- 
Western Electric apparatus is so wonderful, has the 
Bell paid over four million dollars to Independent 
manufacturers for shop rights on their patents?” 











A Fallacious Argument. 


In recent issues of TELEPHONY we have published many let- 
ters from telephone operators and manufacturers protesting 
against the monopolistic attitude of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. in its relations to the telephone users of the 
country. Almost without exception the writers expressed 
themselves as being in favor of any action which would bring 
relief from the present intolerable conditions in the industry. 

In two of the letters, however, fear was expressed that the 
separation of the American Teiepnhone & Telegraph Co. and 
the Western Electric Co. would work to the injury of Inde- 
pendent interests. This argument was advanced by the Bell 
heads for so long a time that some people who have not given 
the matter sufficient thought are led to believe that it is so. 
The statement is fallacious and without any substance, in fact. 

The actual result of such a separation, we believe, would 
mean that the Bell field would be opened to Independent manu- 
facturers, and the Independent field would not be more open 
to the Western Electric Co. than it is now. Many of the Bell 
sublicensee and subsidiary companies protest, in no uncer- 
tain terms, against being compelled to purchase all their equip- 
ment and supplies from the Western Electric Co. In the past 
a number of them have broken away from so purchasing, and 
it took all the resources at the command of the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. to whip them back into line. 

Human nature is the same the world over. Neither men nor 
corporations will continue to throw their trade in a direction 
where they no longer have an interest when they can pur- 





chase better merchandise at lower prices in the open market. 

If the Western Electric Co. were separated from the parent 
organization, it would not have the active, open help of the offi- 
cers and employes of the American company, nor could it 
afford to continue to sell apparatus and supplies in the Inde- 
pendent field at a loss. It is only because of the enormous 
business given it by the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. at fat prices and without selling expenses that it is enabled 
to the Independent field 
This would all be corrected and, as a matter of busi- 


to sell at the sacrifice it does 
today. 
ness, the Western Electric Co. would have to secure higher 
prices from Independents than it secures now, which would 
mean a considerable falling off in its gross business sold in 
this field. 

In the Central Union case it was shown that the Western 
Electric Co. has lost over a half million dollars on the busi- 
ness it has sold in the Independent field since 1907. If the com- 
pany has made proper charges for the time and expense of 
the American company’s officers and employes, the amount 
would have been many times as great. Being a free lance with- 
out the war chest of the American company behind it, the Bell 
factory would not find the going so easy, nor could it sell 
switchboards at “less than cost” prices, as it has frequently 
done in the past. 

This alliance is so unfair under present conditions that it is 
not possible for it to longer continue. The separation of these 
two companies will be a step in the direction of placing the 
telephone industry on a normal basis with other lines of busi- 
ness, and will give all operating companies the privilege of buy- 
ing apparatus in the open market, which will encourage inven- 
tion, economies of manufacture and stability of product. 

From every angle, the viewpoint is the same. The separation 
of the American and Western companies must be brought about 
speedily, or the American company must utilize its manufactur- 
ing off-spring only for its own needs. Either move will bring 
about a satisfactory condition in the telephone manufacturing 


and operating field. 
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A Chance for Everybody But a Quitter 


By HERBERT KAUFMAN 


Failure is a phase of success. How can you tell what to do until you learn what to 
avoid? The only game without a losing chance is Solitaire—and that’s a loss of time. 

If you aren’t occasionally wrong, you aren't on the right track. Men who don't 
make mistakes never take chances and seldom get them. Even Nature miscalculates; 
droughts, hurricanes, tidal waves, floods, pests, storms, blights, landslides and earth- 
quakes constantly upset her plans but don’t alter them. We survive only because the 
forces which support us are persistent. One bad season cannot thwart the Creative will 
—the law of growth is founded upon averages. Do you expect a better show? 

Ride out to the nearest orchard and let a peach tree teach you how to try again. If 
a wheat field had your code, we would have starved to death centuries ago. 

There’s always room to grow again—indomitability is the greatest ability. There 
were no elements in yesterday which won't be duplicated in tomorrow. The sky is your 
limit and aeroplanes have given you farther skies than your father’s. 

You have a complete equipment of the faculties with which the first human faced the 
future, plus all the conclusions of the past. Every year it’s easier to make good because 
of time-saving, blunder-erasing, energy-conserving ideas placed at your disposal by 
the experimenters of previous years. Therefore the valid excuses for incompetence 
dwindle annually. 

The generation possessed of the most tools should have the fewest fools. Surren- 
der of ambition is folly; real persistence never accepts defeat. Nothing has happened 
to you, except the loss of a few things which you picked up on the way. There's a 
longer road ahead, and every mile of it is richer in possibilities. If you seek as hard 
as you used to, you'll get more than you used to have. 

As industries multiply, the need for capable administrators grows in proportion. 
As new forces are discovered, so are openings for men who can apply them. As com- 
merce extends its scope, the field for executives broadens. As science provides sub- 
stances, a corresponding provision for their utilization is necessary. As railroads push 
into virgin territory and trolley lines nose into isolated districts, the demand for business 
and processional pioneers increases. As inventive imagination pours its dreams into 
foundry moulds, the prospects of another group of men are re-cast. 

The best thing that could have happen to you is this seeming reverse. It will force 
you to look about, to investigate the season’s latest styles in opportunities. 

If you are still alert, eager, assured and determined, one of these recent develop- 
ments will offer you a scope which your former engagement never possessed. Bad 
luck has often proved a knocker on the gate of Fortune. 

There’s a chance for everybody but a quitter. 

Copyright, 1916, by Herbert Kaufman. 
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A Ment and Efficiency Scale for Paying Operators 


Plans Adopted by an Iowa Company—Operators Paid on an Hourly Basis, Base Scale Being Determined 


‘by Tests as to Efficiency in Handling Calls—Paper Presented at Annual Convention 
of Iowa Independent Telephone Association 


By H. G. Addie 


Many employers have, at various times, become much dis- 
satisfied with the method of paying their employes for the time 
“they put in.” The phrase, “the time they put in” is used ad- 
visedly, for putting in time rather than work seems to be the 
chief aim of some employes. The reason for the dissatisfaction 
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Schedule of Operator’s Pay Based on Merit System. 


is that employers knew when they paid “Tom, Dick and Harry” 
for their services, that Dick was receiving as much pay for 
doing poor or slipshod work as Tom and Harry were receiving 
for doing first class work, and on the other hand, that Tom 
and Harry with their good work were getting no more than 
Dick with his poor work. The injustice of this method of 
payment manifests itself at various times by the lack of har- 
mony between the workmen, jealousy, etc. 

Other employers seem to have solved the problem, in a meas- 
ure, by putting their employes at work under a piece-work sys- 
tem, the work being subject to inspection and the payment 
made in accordance with the quality, and the quantity of work 
performed. In this way each employe receives for his work 
the exact amount he has earned, regardless of what his neigh- 
bor may get. If Tom and Harry are actually doing more or 
better work than Dick, they will receive all they have earned. 
Dick will have to be content with receiving just what his neg- 
lect of work, etc., made his time worth, even if the amount be 
considerably less than the others received. Better still, having 
no one but himself to blame, he cannot well stir up strife by 
complaining to his mates or employer. 

For about 18 years I have had charge of the employment of 
telephone operators, and for 15 years employed them under the 
old daily or monthly wage system. During the 15 years I had 
to witness workers, conscientiously putting their best efforts 
into their work, receive no more payment than others who wil- 
fully or thoughtlessly violated operating room rules or pro- 
cedure and whose work was much less valuable to the employer, 
for the simple reason they had both “put in the same time.” 

We finally came to the conclusion that it was “up to us” to 
“do something.” The result was that for three years we have 
been paying our operators on a merit and efficiency scale. The 
fact that we, as employers, and our operators, as employes, like 
the plan so well that we would not care to return to the old or- 
der of things, speaks well for its successful operation. 

We are certain that when we were employing operators un- 
der the old flat rate payment scheme, the service we were giving 
to the public was fully as good as the average company rend- 
ered its patrons. But, in spite of this fact, it seemed as if we 
had so many service complaints that life was nearly unbearable. 
The operators had it “handed to them” over the line; the 
troublemen, when doing trouble-work—especially on the rural 
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lines—‘“‘got it in the neck” so often and so strongly that they 
would do anything rather than come in contact with disgruntled 
patrons; the manager got so that he “didn’t like to go down- 
town.” 

Since we have changed to our present scheme, complaints 
have disappeared to such an extent that we rarely receive one. 
On the other hand, we do get a great deal of praise from our 
patrons, both city and rural, for the very excellent service we 
are giving. 

You will undoubtedly agree with us that the service we are 
giving is excellent when told that our service average for the 
year 1915 was: 

2.7 seconds’ time for operators to answer city calls. 

3.7 seconds’ time for operators to answer rural calls, 

3.5 seconds’ time for operators to answer recalls. 

31 seconds’ average supervision time. 

Our operators repeated the number back to the subscriber 
on not less than 99 per cent. of the calls, and’ correct phrasing 
was used not less than 97 per cent. of the time. This record 
was not made from a few selected tests but from an average 
of over 6,000 tests made during the year. How did we make, 
and how do we now make service tests? When we first com- 
menced making service observations and tests, we furnished 
several of our troublemen with stop watches and record books 
for recording the tests, etc. As they went around doing 
trouble-work, they would time the operators with regard to 
the answering time on original calls and recalls. This method 


’ 


worked very nicely until some of the patrons who were the 
most prone to “kick” if the service did not please them, got to 
informing the operators when they thought an inspector was 
“on the job,” thereby helping to defeat, occasionally, the pur- 
pose of the test. 

After a time, we concluded that a small observation board 
could be made which would allow us to make all tests very 
easily and at the same time do so without either the patron or 
the operator being aware that tests were in progress. The ad- 
vantage of being able to make the tests through the medium 
of the observation board is that, as tests are conducted secretly, 
the observer is able to hear for himself any conversation which 
takes place between the operator and patrons. In this way 
any wrong method of operating used by the operator, any dis- 
courtesy offered by either party, may be detected and also any 
flaws in the service caught which could not be found in any 
other manner. 


DETERMINING PAY OF OPERATORS. 


First, we do not pay the operators by the month, although we 
have an established number of hours we assume to be our 
standard time for a month’s work. With us this is 224 hours 
—eight hours per day for 28 days per month, which means that 
each girl takes her share of the Sunday work. We require each 
operator to keep a record of the time she works on an indi- 
vidual “time worked” record card. This card, totaled at the end 
of the month, shows just how much time she is to receive pay 
for. 

Second, at the end of the month we total the number of 
tests made on each subject, as to each operator. On an in- 
dividual blank service report card, we check the average of 
each subject test in its proper place. Then, by adding the values 
obtained from the schedule card as indicated by these checked 
places, we have the total amount which the operator would re- 
ceive if she had worked the standard month time of 224 hours. 











Dividing the total value of the amount checked on the oper- 
ator’s service report card by 224 gives the hourly rate of pay 
which the operator will receive. No matter whether the hours 
worked be over or under the standard month time, she will re- 
ceive the full amount she has earned. 

Inasmuch as some operators have a greater liking for some 
parts of the work than others, we have found it a good policy, 
—in addition to making the checking pay for a disliked part 
of the work, very low for poor work and extra good for good 
work—to add a reasonable bonus to the operator’s pay when 
she maintains a fairly good and uniform grade of service. We 
have two rates of bonus payments. It will be noted on the 
service report card that under the top line of service checking 
spaces, we have drawn a heavy black line. This is called our 
Bonus Line No. 1. When an operator’s work checks entirely 
above this line, she rewards herself by not only drawing the 
highest rate of pay but also receives from us the highest bonus 
rate we pay. 

A second irregular heavy line also appears on the card. This 
is our second bonus line. The operator who fails to make the 
top line but stays above the second line, secures, in addition to 
her earnings, a lower rate of bonus than the top line but still 
enough to be an incentive for extra work. The No. 1 bonus is 
$8 and the No. 2 is $3.50. In the sample card, the operator is 
entitled to the No. 2 rate. 

If an operator fails to keep above the lower bonus line, she 
receives only her earnings—no bonus being allowed. Also, if 
she persistently neglects her work so that she rarely makes a 
bonus line, her mates will soon let her know where she “is at,” 
for an operator cannot long do poor work without its harm- 
ful effect reflecting on the other operators. 

As a further incentive to good work, we maintain a bulletin 
board in the operating room. On it every month we post each 
operator’s record for the previous month. This helps consid- 
erably, for a good working operator doesn’t mind seeing her 
record posted where others can see it and the slow operators 
are spurred up to see if they cannot do better next time. 

When the operators are paid we hand each one her individual 
record card so that she may know what she has done and what 
branch of her work needs improving, if any. 


Wuat Hours Do Our OPERATORS WorK? 


Reference to the operators’ work schedule card will show 
that Operator No. 1 works from 7 a. m. to 11:30 a. m. and 
from 12:30 p. m. to 6 p.m. Operator No. 2 works fr6m 7 a. m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Operator No. 3 works from 7 a. m. to 12 o’clock 
and from 6 p. m. to 9 p. m. and so on down the line, each 
operator having her special time for working. 

It will be noted that the schedule card shown is for only one 
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Operator’s Monthly Service Report Card with Pay Check Amounts. 


week. The next week the same schedule is put up with the 
exception that the names of the operators are changed. By this 
method of changing, we rotate the operating time for each op- 
erator so that, as the weeks go by all operators have exactly 
the same worked time as their mates. 
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This method does a great deal to relieve the monotony and 
sameness of the work. It is liked very much by the girls as it 
enables them with their parts of days off to really “live” the 
same as others do. It also does away, in a measure, with hav- 
ing to get new help all the while, for instead of the telephone 
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Operators’ Working Schedule Used with the Merit System. 


office being a place to avoid working in, it becomes a much- 
sought-after place of employment. We have had several opera- 
tors with us ten years and quite a number six or seven years. 
It is rarely that an operator leaves us under three or four 
years. 

In order to make this scheme, as any other, a success, con- 
siderable care must be taken with regard to who is employed 
in the operating room. No person not absolutely honest, pains- 
taking, energetic, of cheerful disposition, systematic, uniformly 
courteous, neat in person and wanting her working surround- 
ings the same, etc., should be given the slightest “look in” when 
it comes to employing an operator. To make this point em- 
phatic, any manager employing an operator who does not 
come up to the foregoing specifications, and also is not the equal 
of any wife, sister, or daughter of the best people of the city 
wherein the exchange is located, is not doing himself, the com- 
pany he works for, or the public, justice. 

Some may say that this statement is too strong, but a mo- 
ment’s reflection will recall to mind that to the public the oper- 
ator is your representative and that if your representative is not 
liked by the public, the telephone company soon receives merited 
censure. Some may have considered with pride their fine plant 
construction and think the public should commend them for 
this. But no matter what you may think, unless the public is 
given what it is paying for and what it has a right to insist 
upon getting—service—you are not doing your duty and should 
not be allowed to remain in the telephone game unless you 
change your ways. 

The service scheme described will not work itself any more 
than any other scheme. To make a success of it will not re- 
lieve you of much work. But you will relieve yourself of the 
great majority of service complaints, always taking it for 
granted, of course, that your maintenance department is doing 
its part to keep the apparatus in proper working condition. It 
will even make some of the most chronic “kickers” enthusiastic 
boosters for your service and company. 





Interesting Scheme for Serving Hotel Guests. 

For taking orders for food, drinks and cigars to be sent 
to guest’s rooms, an interesting scheme will soon be in- 
stalled in The William Penn, Pittsburgh’s newest hotel. 
A card in the number plate holder of each guest-room 
telephone requests that such orders be given to “100.” 
Connection is made to a desk at the foot of the dumb 
waiter shaft, where the order is taken by a man experi- 
enced in gratifying and suggesting the needs of the 
“inner man.” The telautograph, a device for recording and 
transmitting messages, passes the order to the kitchen ani 
to the service station nearest the guest’s room. Here th¢ 
“room waiter” prepares a tray, and when the food arrives 
on the automatic elevator it goes immediately to the ex- 
pectant guest. 
































Views of Bell Official on Famous Commitment Letter 


Vice-President Kingsbury of American Telephone Telegraph Co. on Witness Stand Before Illinois Public 
Utilities Commission Discusses Letter of December 19, 1913 to United States Attorney Gen- 
eral—Bell Relations With Department of Justice 


The Kingsbury commitment—the Bell joker filed with the 
Department of Justice at Washington when the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. made its peace with the government— 
figured quite prominently at Springfield, Ill, recently. The 
Illinois Public Utilities Commission was hearing evidence with 
regard to the proposed sale of the Chicago Automatic plant to 
the Bell interests. NN. C. Kingsbury, vice-president of the 
A. T. & T. Co., was on the witness stand. Attorneys represent- 
ing Independent companies who were opposed to the sale, un- 
less they could secure reasonable connections, brought up the 
Kingsbury commitment and in the discussion which followed, 
Mr. Kingsbury gave testimony which no doubt will be of in- 
terest to the telephone world in general. 

Attorney Bruce Campbell read the following quotation from 
the Kingsbury letter: 


Neither the American Telephone & Telephone Co. nor any 
other company in the Bell system will hereafter acquire, 
directly or indirectly, through purchase of its physical prop- 
erty or of its securities or otherwise, dominion or control over 
any other telephone company owning, controlling, or operating 
any exchange or line which is or may be operated in competi- 
tion with any exchange or line included in the Bell system, 
or which constitutes or may constitute a link or portion of any 
system so operated or which may be so operated in competition 
with any exchange or line included in the Bell company. 

Provided, however, that where control of the properties or 
securities of any other telephone company heretofore has been 
acquired and is now held by or in the interest of any company 
in the Bell system, and no physical union or conse ‘dation has 
been effected, or where binding obligations for the acquisition 
of the properities or securities of any other telephone company 
heretofore have been entered into by or in the interest of any 
company in the Bell system, and no physical union or con- 
solidation has been effected, the question as to the course to 
be pursued in such cases will be submitted to your department 
and to the Interstate Commerce Commission and for such 
advice and directions, if any, as either may think proner to 
give, due regard being had to public convenience and to the 
rulings of the local tribunals. 


Mr. Kingsbury stated he had signed this letter which was 
dated December 19, 1913. The witness and the Bell attorney 
spent some time in objecting to Mr. Kingsbury entering his 
appearance for his company, after which ex-Governor Yates, 
a member of the commission, addressed Attorney Campbell as 
follows: 

“The first part of that letter, as I understand it, seems to 
be an offer or a proposition upon the part of the company to 
refrain from consolidations or mergers without submitting them 
to the Department of Justice, and after that follows the proviso 
to the effect that where physical connections were proposed or 
contemplated, but had not been consummated, something should 
be done. That there was the alternative. There seems to be a 
distinction between the first part and the part that follows— 
a proviso.” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “I can clear that up. They asked us to 
refrain from purchasing Independent competing companies. At 
that time there were a good many purchases that had already 
been made. In some the money had been paid. In others 
there were binding contracts to purchase, the Chicago case 
was one, and in discussing the matter with the department as 
to what we should do—that is, where we had actually con- 
tracted to purchase as a binding contract—we had a long dis- 
cussion as to whether or not it would be a good defense to a 
case for breach of contract to say that the Attorney General 
ef the United States said that we must not buy. 

The Attorney General and we have decided it would not be 
a good defense, and where we had decided it would not be a 
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good defense, and where we had entered into contracts for pur- 
chase, that we should come to him as those contracts came 
along and he would take them up and review them and tell 
us what to do with the contracts, and that we have been do- 
ing ever since. That is like the Chicago case, where we had 
entered into a contract to purchase and the contract had not 
yet been carried out. 

Then there was a type of cases, the Interstate, another of 
that type, where we already owned the control of the property 
through the ownership of securities—‘What was to be done with 
those contracts?’ we asked them, and they said: ‘Bring those 
in to us and we will review those and tell you what to do, so 
far as the department is concerned, with those cases.’” 

Commissioner Yates: “Well, in every class of cases, how- 
ever, you were to submit the matter to the department?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “Absolutely, absolutely. This matter will 
have to be submitted to the department, and this decision that 
we get here from your body. We cannot act on it until it has 
first been submitted to the Attorney General, and he says 
whether or not the department has any objection to offer to 
our proceeding. That has been the procedure ever since De- 
cember 19, 1913, with all these cases.” 

Commissioner Yates: “What I am trying to say is that I 
don’t see any alternative in it. In either event the matter has 
to be submitted to the department?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “In either event, in either one of those two 
cases. Now, if we presumed to go ahead, to purchase a prop- 
erty de novo, to start in de novo on a purchase and submit that 
to the department, the department would say: ‘We won't con- 
sider it at all’”” 

Mr. Campbell: “Didn’t you agree, Mr. Kingsbury, that after 
December 19, you would not buy any more, but that where 
you had made binding contracts prior to December, 1913, that 
you would submit these, case by case, to the Department of 
Justice? Is that the fact?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “Yes, sir; that is it exactly.” 

Mr. Campbell: “But after that date you were not to buy 
any more companies except where the provision or proviso men- 
tioned in the letter existed, and then only with the consent of 
the Attorney General?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “That’s right.’ 

Mr. Campbell: “Does that clear it up?” 

Commissioner Yates: “I want to ask you one question or 
two. I don’t want to pre-judge the case, or your view, but I 
am very anxious in most cases to find out something. You 
repeatedly asked this witness whether his company would be 
willing to extend to your clients or the Independent companies, 
unlimited service in the city of Chicago. Now, do you think 
that would be, if it were here at Springfield, for instance, an 
apparently unreasonable proposition; that is to say, suppose a 
company at Springfield, with a list of 11,111 subscribers, for 
example—had some kind of an arrangement—that it proposed 
to terminate that arrangement—would that company be entitled 
to connection with the company of 400,000 telephones, on the 
same condition?” 

Mr. Campbell: “Yes, sir. My position is this—that it would, 
subject to rate conditions.” 

Commissioner Yates: “And terms?” 

Mr. Campbell: “And terms to be arranged upon—to be 
agreed upon. I take this position, governor, so that I may 
make myself clear.” 

Commissioner Yates: “I understand. If it is subject to 
terms, I understand that clearly, because we do that every day. 
I have one other question—and that would be this: I under- 
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stood you to contend that there was a discrimination in that 
this company here would refuse, or refrain from giving more 
than 11,111 connections.” 

Mr. Campbell: “Yes, sir, whatever it is.” 

Commissioner Yates: “Where the other does own subsidiary 
or other companies, it might give more. Do you contend that?” 

Mr. Campbell: “I contend this: I contend that if they are 
going to run these as separate companies, the Kinloch stands 
on the same condition as the Southwestern Bell company at St. 
Louis, if it is an Independent company. If it is not, then it is 
all one company, and the A. T. & T. is the parent of the whole. 

I take this position, further: That what we are asking as iv 
this incoming business is what under the statute creating this 
commission we are entitled to and that we now come in here 
and ask for. Our line of law, as I understand it, under which 
this commission works, is just like the railroads—that they 
can be made to take a car from the Illinois Central to the Alton, 
or anything of that kind; that there is a section of this utilities 
act, that we could come in here under, and ask that a physical 
connection be made between all of these companies and all the 
telephones of the Chicago Telephone Co., under the proper 
rates and tolls and terms and conditions and divisions of rates; 
that every telephone in the state of Illinois could be connected 
by compulsion from this commission with all the telephones of 
the Chicago Telephone Co., so far as incoming business to Chi- 
cago is concerned. They are not that way now. 

Now, here is the particular point: That they are here ask- 
ing for this sale. This commission has the power at this time 
to attach to the consent to that sale, if it gives it, such condi- 
tions as it deems fair and reagonable, and as was stated in the 
Interstate hearing, and when it got down to the final point, 
why, those terms and conditions were put into the order by 
agreement of the parties.” 

Commissioner Yates: “In the last analysis it would be a 
great deal better, would it not, for the company to have com- 
munication with the whole 400,000 on proper terms than to have 
the present arrangement ?” 

Mr. Campbell: “Yes; I think it would be better for the sub- 
scribers themselves and for the system.” 

Attorney O’Hair: “We who are here, not in the alternative 
but are here denying the blanket order or straight order or 
general order, admit the truth of that, that we be made to pay 
equally for whatever we get and that we ought to pay for the 
connection. We admit that.” 

Commissioner Yates: “All right. 


.” 


Now do you base that on 
the fact of a discrimination 

Mr. Campbell: “Well, we would, yes sir, that would be a 
discrimination, for example, to put it on the basis of a rail- 
road. We all understand that. For illustration, suppose the 
Illinois Central Railroad owns the stock, as it did or used to 
before the foreclosure, in this line running from Effingham here 
that is now a part of the system. Suppose it should say at 
Effingham: ‘We will only take cars from the subsidiary com- 
panies and we won’t take them from the Vandalia,’ that con- 
nects with them there. There is a discrimination.” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “May I say just a word on that, Mr. Com- 
missioner? The analogy between a telephone company and a 
railway company in the handling of traffic is just about as far 
apart as the analogy between shoes and stockings. They are 
both worn on the feet; but if you should go to this railroad 
of which he speaks and say that any other railroad demands the 
right to run a train or to put its employes in charge of the 
line and run a train over that line, then you would have a 
true analogy between a telephone message, or a telephone com- 
pany’s traffic and the traffic of the railroad. 

There is no car in the telephone message; there is no such 
thing as a car. There is no analogy between that car which 
does go by railroad train, or by an engine controlled by an 
engineer and conductor of a railroad. There is no analogy 
between that car and a telephone message, because you take 
the entire line and you take the ownership and control of that 
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line completely away from the company that owns it and put it 
in the hands of another company, if it is operating over that 
line, and I am surprised that he would presume to use that 
analogy between a railroad and a telephone company.” 

Mr. Campbell: “Well, my presumption may be difficult of 
perception to the gentleman from New York, but I think | 
appreciate some justice, if the commission please.” 

At this point the Bell attorney asked Mr. Kingsbury to 
amplify his statement about taking care of the subsidiary com- 
panies and the present status of the Independent business in 
Chicago. The witness said there were three ways by which 
the other companies could avail themselves of service in Chi- 
cago. One way would be to demand of the Chicago company 
that they be given the same connections which now exist in 
Chicago to the same people.” 

“They object to that,” said Mr. Kingsbury, “by saying that 
people die or move away. I should say that it might be ar- 
ranged for an equal number of telephones in Chicago if that 
is the way they prefer it. Now, a second method is to say 
that we have about 6,000 or 60,000 or 100,000 or whatever it is, 
of traffic flowing in and out of Chicago. The second way then, 
in which they could be protected, would be to say that they 
should be secure in that amount of traffic divided among any 
of the subscribers of Chicago.” 

Later on, the witness said, a third way would be for them 
to take advantage of the Bell commitment to the Attorney 
General and enter into a contract with the Bell whereby they 
would get connection not only with Chicago but everywhere in 
the system, 50 miles away from any of the Bell exchanges. 

Commissioner Thompson then asked: “Would it be unrea- 
sonable or impracticable to have arrangements made by all 
telephone companies doing business in Illinois to adjust their 
business on such a plan that any one owning a telephone in his 
house from any one of the various companies doing business 
in the state, could talk with any other man that has a tele- 
phone no matter what company it is from? Is that a practical, 
workable plan?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “I think it could be worked out. 
still be service, but I think it would work out.” 

The Bell’s relations with the government authorities came 
to the surface when reference was made to a letter, dated 
August 6, 1912, written by President Vail of the A. T. & T. Co. 
to President Sunny of the Chicago Telephone Co. In this 
letter Vail instructed Sunny not to make any more mergers or 
buy any more competing plants. When asked if that order had 
been rescinded, Mr. Kingsbury answered: 

“That letter grew out of a visit I made to Mr. Wickersham, 
then Attorney General, who talked the matter over with me 
and showed me a big list of complaints that he had received 
from different Independent companies because we were buying 
other companies. Mr. Wickersham said: ‘I am going to ask 
you now not to buy any more companies till I have had a 
chance to go into this.’ I said, ‘all right. And I went back 
home and I sent out that letter and stopped all that purchasing. 
There was one company at that time that we were just about 
to close a contract with—that was at Detroit—and we stopped 
the Detroit company purchase, much to the distress of certain 
friends of Mr. Reber, of St. Louis.” 

Attorney Campbell, representing the Kinloch company, ob- 
jected to this statement, whereupon Mr. Kingsbury continued ° 

“Well, I will withdraw that about- Mr. Reber. But we 
stopped the purchase of the Detroit company until Mr. Wicker- 
sham had time to send out investigators to Detroit and look at 
the thing, and after he did that, he gave us permission to 2 
ahead.” 

The witness stated that the Attorney General had given n 
permission to the Bell to buy the Chicago Tunnel Co. and tha 
before the deal can go through, it must be sanctioned by th: 
Department of Justice. At the time the letter was written t 
President Sunny, Mr. Kingsbury said, the famous commitmen 
had not been filed. 


It would 


















May 27, 1916. 


“We simply told Mr. Wickersham,” said the witness, “that 
we would stop all these things until he said we could go ahead, 
and that is exactly what we did. When Mr. Wickersham went 
out of office on March 4, 1913, it was not until December 19, 
of that year that we came to any agreement or commitment with 
the Attorney General. Long before that—more than a year 
before—the contract had been entered into with the Chicago 
Tunnel Co. and still stands. Now, before we purchase the 
Chicago Tunnel Co., we shall have to go before the Depart- 
ment of Justice to find out whether we can go ahead with that 
contract or not.” 

Attorney Munro: “And after Mr. Wickersham made this 
request of you, did he ever withdraw it or give you permission 
to go ahead?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: 

Attorney Munro: “Which one?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “He gave us permission to go ahead with 
the Detroit company and that is the only company we ever 
went ahead with.” 

Attorney Munro: “Any other?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “Now, one minute. When Mr. McReynolds 
became attorney general for the new administration, he sent 
for me on the 5th of March and I went to his office, and went 
in, and his table was full of stuff. He said: ‘Mr. Kingsbury, 


“Yes sit.” 
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I cannot ask you to sit down, but I want to tell you that every- 
thing you had up with Mr. Wickersham is all off and we start 
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de novo,’ and then my relations with him began, and I have 
done exactly as the Department of Justice has told me to do 
ever since.” 

Attorney Munro: “Well then, that means that Mr. McRey- 
nolds wiped off the slate and that anything you had done prior 
to that—” 

Mr. Kingsbury: 
de novo.” 

Attorney Munro: “That was on March 5, 1913?” 

Mr. Kingsbury: “He sent for me on that date; I think it was 
one or two days after that before I got there.” 

The remainder of the session was devoted to arguing the 
question of making the A. T. & T. Co. a party to the proceed- 
ings. Mr. Kingsbury objected to entering his appearance and 
the matter was finally settled by the commission deciding to 
get service by notifying W. E. Bell. Judge Thompson, the 
chairman of the commission, was determined that there should 
be no evasion on the part of the A. T. & T. Co. and declared 
that the commission was more concerned with the companies 
that are to live and serve the public in Illinois than with the 
companies that are going to die, alluding, apparently, to the 
Chicago Tunnel Co. 


“His expression was that we would start 


What the Field Thinks About the Bell-Western Electric 


Letters from Officials of Operating Telephone Companies and Manufacturers Indicate an Unanimity of 
Opinion as to the Wrongfulness of the Bell-Western Electric Combination and the Evident 
Intent to Obtain a National Monopoly—Final Installment 


“Perhaps I enjoy a position in the Independent telephone 
industry that permits of a rather broad view of activities in 
general. I have seen, day by day, year after year, the en- 
croachments of the A. T. & T. Co. and its associated com- 
panies upon the field of their competitors. It has been a 
steady, well-planned action and a front and rear attack. 

A united effort on the part of the Independents could at 
any time have repulsed it, but here and there an operating 
company thought to gain some advantage by co-operat- 
ing with the enemy. First came the sub-licensee with ex- 
ceptionally liberal commissions on toll business. Then in 
1907 the Bell factory came out to sell its wares and every 
unfair means was employed to promote these sales. Briefly 
it was a new tact of the old game, the end justifying the 
means. 

Today, the Independent manufacturers are fighting for 
their very existence and not a few have fallen. A con- 
certed and determined action could change all this and I 
hereby volunteer to do my part. 

No thinking man will question the intention of the A. 
T. & T. Co. to monopolize the telephone and telegraph 
business. The continuation of its policy to purchase 
competing and non-competing systems is undeniable evi- 
dence of this purpose. Its defiance of law in maintaining 
a manufacturing and merchandising business when en- 
gaged in the common carrier business, can receive but 
one interpretation—the intention to exterminate all com- 
petitors. 

The manufacturing and merchandising of the A. T. & T. 
Co. has a distinct advantage over smaller competitors in- 
asmuch as its highly profitable associate company busi- 
ness permits it to maintain branches and a large corps of 
salesmen in nearly every large commercial center. It has 
representatives in every public utility commission. Every 
employe is coerced into assisting it in its sales campaign. 
There are no means, fair or foul, that are not used. 

There can be no question about its violation of existing 





laws, but the apprenticeship of every practical politician 
teaches him to regard seriously the hand that signs checks 
for campaign funds. The people of the United States will 
resent its action as soon as they understand it. We could 
do much to educate them now. Public sentiment is fickle 
and swings much as the pendulum. When it swings against 
this monopoly, it is quite possible that some innocents may 
be punished. 

Let’s start every governmental body at this task and do 
it now—prosecution under the Sherman act first, and the 
others following in rapid succession. 

The Bell interests recognize the laws to a certain ex- 
tent. Why not to the full provision of the law? 

I have read TELEPHONY’s editorial and Mr. Kelsey’s ar- 
ticle ‘Scotching the Wolf.’ I am heartily in sympathy with 
both and more sentiment can be created. If every stock- 
holder of every Independent telephone company were 
fortified with the facts, he could go far in creating such a 
sentiment. We need a publicity bureau to compile data 
and distribute it where it will do the most good. 

Some misguided telephone men will protest, but someone 
is always protesting against progress. Nature and monop- 
oly are in no way related. Competition is nature’s law 
and our law. The only time we want monopoly is when 
we are selling, never while buying. 

My hat is in the ring. What can I do?” 


“While all of my experience has been in connection with 
the manufacturing of telephone equipment, I have had an 
excellent opportunity to observe the conditions of operat- 
ing in both Bell and Independent fields. My first training 
being Bell and with the Western Electric Co., and with 
Western Electric apparatus, naturally I was rather skep- 
tical when I entered the Independent field about 1900. It 
took less than a year to show me that the Independent 
people were closer to the rank and file of telephone sub- 
scribers than the Bell operating companies ever could be; 
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also that the Independent manufacturers of telephone 
equipment were in better position to work out the require- 
ments of the Independent operating companies than one 
large manufacturing concern with years of precedent to 
retard it. Then the extreme competition between the 
various Independent manufacturers and great rivalry was 
the means of producing very efficient equipment and on 
short order. 

This competition between manufacturers of telephone ap- 
paratus, as well as the competition between operating com- 
panies, was the means of building up a very large telephone 
industry in this country, particularly in such localities that 
the Bell did not care to enter or consider. It is for this 
reason, if no other, that Independent telephone men have 
a right to live and work in the business, and that a most 
strenuous fight must be put up to prevent a monopoly of 
the business or the operating and manufacturing to be en- 
tirely in one large corporation, such as the Bell com- 
pany. The most important reason for objecting to a 
monopoly of the speaking wire business is the fact that 
such a monopoly would tend to retard the growth of the 
telephone business and to retard the putting into service 
of new facilities, which would go to the betterment of the 
operating and speaking conditions. 

Naturally, one of the best methods to employ in the 
maintaining of competition is the enacting of such legisla- 
tion as will prevent the purchase of telephone plants by 
the Bell monopoly. : 

I believe that the A. T. & T. Co. has absolutely no right 
in the manufacturing business. It is in position to force 
its subsidiary companies to purchase equipment from its 
manufacturing branch, the Western Electric Co., and then 
be in an excellent position to go after the individual busi- 
ness, taking away orders from Independent manufacturing 
concerns—with the object of putting the latter out of the 
field. 

I am certain that this method of doing business can be 
proven to be illegal if the actual facts in the case are pre- 
sented to the proper government officials. Whatever is 
done in this case should be done in the interests of the 
people, or rather the users of telephone equipment. The 
fact must not be overlooked, however, that thousands of 
men have entered into this Independent industry in good 
faith and have done a big service in the interests of the 
people of this country. Furthermore, the manufacturers 
of Independent telephone apparatus have not only worked 
hard, but have taken many chances in order to build up or 
assist in building up this Independent industry. All of 
these interests have a legal standing in this case. 

It will take the concerted action of everybody concerned 
in order to get any results which will be favorable to the 
Independent industry. An action before the Federal Trade 
Commission, a suit in court and a bill in Congress may be 
necessary before this unfair competition can be overcome.” 


“Candidly, the writer believes that the telephone trust 
thinks that the Independent industries are a joke. We 
have a national association for the purpose of protecting 
our interests, and our numerous state organizations are 
fundamentally organized for the same purpose. The trust 
is supposed to have assured the President of the United 
States that it would be ‘good.’ What are the results 
of the safeguards for the Independent telephone industry? 

The only solution is either to have somebody put in jail 
who is responsible for the growing monopoly, or to have 
the government take over the interstate commercial com- 
munication wires, thus assuring all operating local com- 
panies physical connection with the interstate lines.” 


“The greatest objection I have to the existing condition in 
the telephone world is the manufacturing business. I do not 
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think that a telephone company should own or operate a manu- 
facturing plant. Railroad companies are not permitted, ex- 
cept in a limited way, to enter into a manufacturing or mer- 
cantile transaction, and I believe that the A. T. & T. Co. should 
be handled in the same way that railway companies are handled 
as to this part of its business. 

Certainly, we have a right, as Independent telephone men, to 
work and live in our chosen line of business, and from what 
I saw of this part of the telephone industry at its national con- 
vention held in December, in your city, I am of the opinion 
that it will be many years before there is any trouble along this 
particular line.” 


“Your letter is in perfect sympathy with our own views upon 
the relation existing between the American Telephone & Tel- 
egraph Co. and the Western Electric Co. Our position in the 
field as salesmen of Independent telephone apparatus has made 
it possible for us to come in close contact with Western Electric 
competition and, without a doubt, it is the bane of our exist- 
ence. 

It is simply beyond understanding to see telephone com- 
panies advertise themselves as Independent and buy Western 
Electric equipment indiscriminately. It is certainly heart- 
breaking at times to have a manager of a small telephone ex- 
change tell you that he is using and is satisfied with Western 
Electric equipment and would not change to yours even though 
your price is identical. 

There is not much question in my mind but some of these 
small companies that are using Bell toll service are kept in 
line by the operating force and compelled to buy Western Elec- 
tric equipment. Of course, it would be a mighty difficult and 
probably impossible task to prove this statement, but all indica- 
tions points to its existence. 

The writer has lived in several towns where there was first 
Bell service only, then Independent and Bell and later the ab- 
sorption of the Independent by the Bell. In the first place 
there was a complaint against poor service given by the Befl. 
The second condition brought about improved Bell service, 
but the usual confusion that occurs through duplicating tele- 
phones in one city and, unfortunately, the sentiment was against 
the Independent, as this company seemed to be responsible for 
the condition. After the third condition went into effect, the 
Bell service seemed to depreciate, but the Independent move- 
ment was dead and forgotten. 

The general public is invariably interested only from a dol- 
lar and cents point primarily and then service counts as a sub- 
ordinate issue. With the advent of the Independent company, 
it meant an increased cost of rental by the necessity of two 
telephones instead of one. The decease of the Independent 
reduced this expense. For that reason it is difficult to explain 
these matters to a public that is not sufficiently interested to 
protest against conditions which we know are not fair and are 
probably illegal. 

The Bell company, as a unit, is doing some wonderful work 
in its own behalf through its splendid advertising campaign 
which can be found in almost every periodical and paper printed. 
The Independents must get publicity, especially in territory 
like the Pacific Coast, where they are weak. With public senti- 
ment with us, it makes little difference how the action is 
brought ‘because we are bound to win. The Federal Trade 
Commission seems to be the logical place to present this mat- 
ter, as it is its duty to protect industry rather than stifle trade. 

You have our heartiest co-operation in this matter.” 


“The leading editorial and the article by Mr. Kelsey in 
TELEPHONY, of April 8, are splendid and I am very much 
pleased to see that you are going into this fight actively. I 
hope it isn’t too late. But if the encroachments of the Bell 
and Western Electric are to be stopped at all, something will 
have to be started immediately or there won’t be any encroach- 
ments left to stop. (Concluded on page 36.) 


Illinois Commission Approves Sale of Decatur Home Co. 


Terms of Order Approving Merger of Decatur Home Telephone Co. with Central Union—Capitalization of 
Property Acquired, Limited—-Difference Between Fair Value Set by Commission and Purchase 
Price to be Amortized—How Independent Companies are Protected 


The ruling of the Illinois Public Utilities Commission on the 
application of the receivers of the Central Union Telephone 
Co. and the Decatur Home Telephone Co., of Decatur, Ill., for 
approval of the purchase of the Decatur Home company by the 
Central Union is important because in many respects it sets a 
precedent on Independent service to be required of the Bell in 
such consolidations. It is believed that it will have some bear- 
ing on the decision in the merger of the Chicago Telephone Co. 
and the automatic telephone plant of the Chicago Tunnel Co., 
now pending. 

The order approving the merger was entered May 4, but 
owing to revision in the wording of the written order, the text 
was not announced until May 19. 


PuRCHASE PRICE AND CAPITALIZATION LIMITs. 


The Bell company pays $327,700 in cash for the Decatur com- 
pany. 

Owing to its importance as a precedent, the terms of the 
commission’s order approving the merger are quoted in full, 
as follows: 

“1, That the property to be acquired as aforesaid, by the 
Central Union Telephone Co., or by its said receivers, shall 
never be capitalized in an amount exceeding the sum of $176,401, 
which the commission has found to be the fair value of that 
part of said property which is usable in connection with the 
plant of said Central Union Telephone Co. 

2. That $27,936 of said purchase price (being the difference 
between the total price to be paid and the fair value of said 
property as found by this commission) shall in no way be 
charged to operating expenses or to capital, but shall be amor- 
tized out of the income of the Central Union Telephone Co. or 
its receivers, before the second day of July, 1937, by the pay- 
ment of equal annual installments of an amount sufficient for 
that purpose; or at the option of said company or its receivers, 
the whole amount thereof remaining unamortized at any time 
may be charged to profit and loss. 

3. That that part of the purchase price representing the dif- 
ference between the value as determined by this commission of 
the property to be purchased (namely, $299,764), and the value 
as determined by this commission of that part of the said prop- 
erty which can be used by the purchasers in the operation of 
their plant (namely, $176,401) may be charged to operating 
expenses and spread over the remaining life of the Decatur 
franchise or license of said Central Union Telephone Co., ex- 
piring July 2, 1937; provided, that there shall first be credited 
to the same amount such sum not less than $55,000, as may be 
realized by way of salvage or resale from that part of the prop- 
erty to be acquired which is not usable in connection with the 
plant of the Central Union Telephone Co. 

4. That upon the completion of said purchase the said re- 
ceivers shall make a verified report of the same to this commis- 
sion. 

5. That the purchaser shall consolidate and physically merge 
the two telephone plants of the receivers of the Central Union 
Telephone Co. and the Decatur Home Telephone Co. now exist- 
ing in the city of Decatur, Ill, and vicinity, in such a manner 
as not to abandon said plants or to destroy any existing facili- 
ties, and in such a manner and way as will under no circum- 
stances or conditions disrupt, lessen or disturb adequate long 
distance and toll service into, out of, or through Decatur, either 
in whole or in part, over the lines of Independent telephone 
companies; it being the intention of this section that by such 
consolidation the Independent companies shall have and main- 
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tain all existing facilities, rights and privileges now existing by 
reason of their connection with the plant of the Decatur Home 
Telephone Co., or with any other company or companies having 
either direct or indirect connection therewith, and with all addi- 
tional local exchange facilities of the receivers of the Central 
Union Telephone Co., consolidated therewith. 

6. That the said receiver shall take and extend into the said 
consolidated exchange all toll and long distance lines acquired 
by the receivers from the Decatur Home Telephone Co., and 
such lines shall at all times be maintained and operated by said 
receivers so that good and efficient service may be rendered over 
them. 

7. That said receivers shall take and extend into said con- 
solidated exchange all toll and long distance lines now con- 
nected with the exchange of the Decatur Home Telephone Co., 
and all new toll and long distance lines offered to them by any 
Independent company now having direct toll or long distance 
connection with the exchange of the Decatur Home Telephone 
Co., and (provided the consent of this commission be first ob- 
tained) all toll and long distance lines offered to them by any 
Independent company now having direct toll or long distance 
connections with the exchange of the Decatur Home Telephone 
Co. 

And that the receivers shall at all times give to such com- 
panies owning or operating each and all such lines hereinabove 
mentioned, long distance and toll lines access to all of the sub- 
scribers of the said consolidated exchange, and to all points and 
places now reached by the local and toll lines of the Decatur 
Home Telephone Co.; and that said receivers shall also allow 
and give to all such telephone companies toll and long distance 
line access to and connection with all other Independent toll or 
long distance lines which shall enter or be connected with said 
consolidated exchange, and also toll and long distance lines 
access to all other exchanges, toll lines and long distance lines 
now reached by said companies through, via, or by means of the 
exchange of the Decatur Home Telephone Co. 

That the receivers shall furnish all service necessary or con- 
venient to fully carry out the spirit of this section, and all other 
sections of this order, and shall furnish all the facilities and 
service herein provided for, and all such service furnished by 
the receivers by reason of the provisions of this section, and all 
other sections of this order, shall at all times be first class, 
prompt and efficient in every particular; and that the receivers 
shall on all messages destined to Decatur or passing through 
Decatur over Independent lines, give to such message the same 
prompt, efficient and first class service as would under the same 
circumstances, be given such message had it entered or passed 
through Decatur on their own lines or other lines of the Bell 
system. 


RouTING oF THROUGH LONG DISTANCE MESSAGES. 


8. That unless the person originating any long distance or 
toll message shall otherwise specifically and expressly request to 
the contrary, all through messages originated by any Independ- 
ent company and routed via Decatur shall continue on an In- 
dependent line from Decatur, if the point of destination can 
be reached by Independent lines entering Decatur either directly 
or through connecting Independent companies’ lines. 

That for the purposes of this section as well as all other sec- 
tions of this order, the Interstate Independent Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. shall be considered and construed to be an Inde- 
pendent company and its lines to be Independent lines; and that 
for all of such purposes all toll and long distance lines acquired 
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by the receivers under this order shall be held and construed to 
be Independent lines the same as if they were the property of 
an Independent company; it being the intention of this section 
that through messages originating at other points than Decatur 
on Independent lines and passing through Decatur to points be- 
yond shall be routed from Decatur whenever possible on Inde- 
pendent lines and on Independent lines having connection 
therewith to points of destination. 

9, That the purchaser shall assume all existing operating 
conditions and arrangements of the Decatur Hlome Telephone 
Co. with other telephone companies, and shall faithfully carry 
out and perform all of such operating conditions and arrange- 
ments, insofar as the same are not in contravention of law or of 
the existing or future order or regulations of this commission. 

10. That for compensation for all services to be performed 
hereunder by the receivers for Independent companies not now 
having connection at Decatur with said receivers, they shall re- 
ceive the same compensation and divisions as are now in force 
and charged by the Decatur Home Telephone Co. to Independent 
companies for such services; but such rates, charges, compensa- 
tion, and divisions shall, at all times, be subject to review and 
change by this commission upon proper petition and hearing. 

1°. That all Independent companies not entering Decatur but 
Lavine connection either direct or indirect with an Independent 
company entering Decatur shall be considered as a part of such 
Independent company entering Decatur. 

12. That the receivers shall route over an Independent line 
or lines to each present competitive point approximately the 
same proportion of the total number of toll and long distance 
messages originating at Decatur for such competitive point as 
the number of toll and long distance messages originated by 
the Decatur Home Telephone Co. during an average year to 
such competitive point bears to the total number of such 
messages originated by the receivers and the Central Union 
Telephone Company within the city of Decatur and by the De- 
catur Home Telephone Co. for such competitive point during 
said average year; and that such average year shall be ascer- 
tained by dividing by three the business done to such point dur- 
ing the years 1912, 1913 and 1914. 


CoMPETITIVE Points DEFINED. 


A ‘competitive point’ under this order shall be defined and 
construed to be a city, town or village between which and De- 
catur there is or shall be toll or long distance service by means 
of the lines of the receivers, either directly or indirectly, and 
between which and Decatur there is or shall be also toll or long 
distance service by means of an Independent line entering De- 
catur, either directly or in connection with one or more other 
toll or long distance lines. 

A ‘present competitive point’ shall be defined and construed 
a competitive point as herein defined which was actually and 
continuously a competitive point during the calendar years of 
1912, 1913 and 1914. 

A ‘new competitive point’ shall be defined and construed to be 
a competitive point as herein defined, which was actually such 
competitive point during a part but not continuously during all 
of such years, or a point which since 1914 has become or which 
shall in the future become a competitive point as herein 
defined. 

That as to such messages routed to each present competitive 
point as herein defined and as required to be routed by para- 
graph one of this section, the receivers shall guarantee that 
such routing will be actually done; that the actual routing of 
messages will be as nearly as possible distributed between the 12 
months of each year and that the revenue accruing to Indepen- 
dent companies by virtue thereof will be distributed in exactly 
the same proportion as the routing of messages to the end that 
on messages to each present competitive point Independent 
companies will in the future receive not only the same propor- 
tion of actual routing of and revenue from such messages as 
now but also all proportionate increase in routing and revenue 
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that may accrue from such business from Decatur in the future. 

That the and interested Independent companies 
shall within a reasonable time ascertain what such present busi- 
ness to each competitive point is and what the proportions are 
as herein provided for and shall prepare a schedule showing 


receivers 


the actual existing business for an average year from Decatur 
to each competitive point, the amount thereof at the present 
time dene by Independent companies and by the receivers in 
connection with other companies and the proportions in the 
future to be given to each as herein defined, and when agreed 
upon such schedules shall be taken and considered as correct 
as to all of the matters therein contained; if the parties shall 
fail to make or agree upon or the 
thereof, then, in that case, this commission shall make and 


such schedules contents 
prepare the same 

That as to all new competitive points as herein defined, long 
toll Decatur shall be 
routed as follows: For one year after the receivers take over 
said property as to new competitive points now existing and 


distance and messages originating at 


for one year after other new competitive points are created 
hereunder, the receivers shall route all long distance and toll 
message over Independent lines to each of said new competi- 
tive points when the party originating the message shall so 
request, or when the party called can only be reached without 
the use of a messenger by the routing of the message over 
Independent line or lines from Decatur. 


ReEcorps TO BE Kept oF MESSAGES. 


During such first year a record shall be kept by the originat- 
ing company of all incoming messages from each new competi- 
tive point to Decatur; and for the second and third years there 
shall be routed from Decatur to each new competitive point 
over Independent lines and their connections such a propor- 
tionate number of messages originating at Decatur as the total 
number of messages from such new competitive point to Deca- 
tur during such first year over Independent lines and their con- 
nections shall bear to the total number of messages during such 
first year from each such new competitive point to Decatur 
over all telephone lines. 

A similar record of all incoming messages to Decatur from 
each new competitive point shall be kept by the originating 
company for the third year; and after the third year, all mes- 
sages for such new competitive point shall be routed in the 
same proportion as incoming messages were routed to Decatur 
from such point during said third year. It is intended that 
after said third year the routing of messages originating at 
Decatur to each new competitive point shall be based on the 
incoming business to Decatur from such point for the third 
year, to be ascertained in the same manner as herein provided 
for the first year. 

Where Decatur Home Telephone Co. is referred to, it 
means the entire exchange, plant, lines, and points reached 
by its own lines, whether local or toll. 

That all Independent lines and the receivers shall at all 
times maintain adequate facilities on their own lines to prop 
erly take care of their proportionate share of the traffic herein 
provided for, and in case of failure so to do the proportion of 
such line so failing shall be decreased accordingly. 

13. “That in case of any dispute or disagreement betwee: 
the receivers and any Independent company as to the construc 
tion, meaning or interpretation of this order or any part there 
of, such dispute shall be submitted to this commission for d« 
termination upon proper notice to all parties concerned. 

14. That all toll messages originating at Decatur, ai 
destined to competitive points, where either the receivers 
their connections or the Independent line or its connection 
shall require the use of a messenger in the delivery of si 
messages, and where its competitor shall not require the use 
a messenger in delivering such message, shall be routed ov: 
that system which does not require the use of a messenge’ 














May 27, 1916. 


15. That all Independent companies having toll and long dis- 
tance lines connected with the exchange of the said consolidated 
company, shall have the right at any future time to add an 
additional circuit or circuits to its said toll lines, for the pur- 
pose of caring for future additional business; and such addi- 
tional circuit or circuits shall be taken by said receivers and 
extended into said consolidated exchange in the same manner 
to the same extent, and given the same service as herein pro- 
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vided for Independent toll lines now connected with the said 
Decatur Home Telephone Co. and which are to be by the pro- 
visions hereof, extended into said consolidated exchange. 

This order is made upon the further express condition that 
within 30 days after service of a copy of the order upon the 
original petitioners, they shall accept this order with all its 
terms and conditions, and shall notify this commission in writ- 
ing of such acceptance.” 


The First of District Meetings of the Ohio Association 


Meetings Held Last Week with Large and Enthusiastic Attendance—New Plan of Organization for More 
Effective Work—Protests Made Against Burden Placed Upon Companies Due to 
Jurisdiction of Both State and National Regulatory Bodies 


The first district meeting of the Ohio Independent Telephone 
Association was held at Cleveland, Tuesday, May 16, and was 
attended by approximately 100 Independent telephone men from 
nearby counties. Frank A. Knapp, of Bellevue, presided and 
C. M. Grauel, of Painesville, filled the office of secretary. 

Frank L. Beam, of Mt. Vernon, president of the state asso- 
ciation, opened the meeting, stating its purpose and making a 
report of the growth of the business during the last 21 years. 
In 1895, he stated, there were approximately 30,000 stations in 
Ohio. On January 1, 1916, there were 740,217, of which 435,426 
were Independently owned and operated and the Bell company 
had 304,791. On that date the number of Independent exchanges 
totaled 692, the Bell 201, and mutual 150. The telephone com- 
panies are paying nearly 10 per cent. of their annual gross rev- 
enues in taxes amounting to $1,400,000 annually. 

The work now being done by the United States Independent 
Telephone Association was outlined by President C. Y. McVey, 
as a result of which many new members joined the national or- 
ganization. 

F. E. Wesley, treasurer of the state association, stated that 
every company in the Cleveland district had become a contribut- 
ing member of the state association or had arranged to do so. 

G. R. Johnston spoke on “Economies in Operation”; J. C. 
Boush on “The Independent Long Distance Situation,” and 
Le Roy Parker explained the requirements of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission reports. The convention was addressed 
hy Rollo R. Stevens on “The Independent Company’s Oppor- 
tunity and Responsibility.” 

The general subject of the necessity of greater gross revenue 
elicited a general and interesting discussion and developed the 
fact that all companies were having unusual demands for ex- 
tensions of plant which were difficult in many ways to meet. 
Great prosperity was noted throughout the districts. 

A new feature of organization was determined upon, viz., to 
have two county committeemen in each county to assist the dis- 
trict officers and the state officers and committees. The county 
committeemen were then elected. 

Among those who took part in the discussion were the fol- 
lowing: C. M. Ray, Huron; W. E. Brooks, Elyria; A. D. 
Aylard, Medina; Washington Hyde, Warren; E. L. Coen, Ver- 
million; A. J. Curran, Elyria; E. O. Fitch, Kinsman; H. E. 
Graham, Cygnet, and E. G. Miller, Warren. 


Tue MEETING AT TOLEDO. 


On Wednesday, May 17, the Toledo district held its meet- 
inv at the Secor Hotel. J. C. Steinkamp, of Sandusky, is chair- 
man of this district but was unable to be present. Geo. A. Ford, 
of Toledo, was chosen to act as chairman, and F. W. White, 
of Bryan, as secretary. A program similar to that at Cleveland 
was carried out and a permanent district and county organiza- 
tion effected. This meeting was more informal and proved 
very interesting. All members attending became contributing 
members of the state association. Many suggestions for the 
improvement of long distance service were made and will be 
acted upon 


Various discussions were led by C. B. Snyder, Gibsuonburg ; 
C, Fuller, Clyde; M. U. Jarrett, Perrysburg; J. S. Phillips, De- 
fiance; Aaron Rotte, Archibald; H. P. Yeager, Toledo; F. W. 
White, Bryan; IF. P. Dieman, Napoleon, Ohio, and W. O. Hunt, 
Adrian, Mich. 

Lima MEETING A LIVELY ONE. 


At Lima, on Thursday the 18th, gathered one of the most rep- 
resentative district conventions ever held there. The Elks’ new 
home was thrown open to the visitors and all were made guests 
of the Lima Telephone & Telegraph Co. at lunch which was 
served in the building. G. H. Metheany, of Lima, was chairman 
and Geo. W. Vernor, of Findlay, secretary. S. S. Wheeler, 
vice-president of the Lima company and a prominent attorney, 
welcomed the delegates and sounded the keynote of the meet- 
ing. Rollo R. Stevens, of Columbus, responded and outlined 
the aims of the association and the purposes of the meeting. 

H. A. Clark, of Ada, brought to the attention of the dele- 
gates the great burden of reports which small companies as well 
as large are now compelled to make. He also pointed out their 
uselessness as he saw the situation. Following this, practically 
every delegate told of his experience and made protest. D. J. 
Cable, president of the Lima company, outlined his experience 
with Congress and the Interstate Commerce Commission, which 
was followed by the appointment of a committee on resolutions. 
The committee held a meeting and reported the following reso- 
lution, which was unanimously adopted : 


Resolved that we call the attention of the state association 
to the demands made by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
for reports, audits, inventories, etc., from the exchange tele- 
phone companies, and which impose great burdens as well as 
expense upon such exchange companies and which are not en- 
gaged in interstate telephone business and request that such 
action be taken by the state association as will obtain exemption 
of the exchange companies from making any reports to the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission, and also to obtain such rulings 
from said Interstate Commerce Commission as necessary to de- 
fine its jurisdiction with reference to exchange companies, and 
to the effect that said commission has not and will not assume 
jurisdiction over exchange companies that do not own lines ex- 
tending into another state. 


The various companies by counties were called on for reports 
and all showed gains and a prosperous condition. Practically 
all companies of the district were made contributing members 
of the state association. 

The following made interesting talks on the subjects dis- 
cussed: J. O. Park, Kenton; M. Sullivan, Upper Sandusky; 
C. J. McCluer, Columbus Grove; E. M. Smith, Bellefontaine; 
Harry McDaniels, Ft. Recovery; C. C. Heller, Beaver Dam; 
Walter Fleming, Wapakoneta; Ward H. Snook, Paulding; J. 
W. Longwell, Van Wert; D. E. Strager, Bellefontaine; Clint 
Stokin, McComb, and J. B. Wilson, Scott. 


Tue Dayton District MEETING. 


Word as to the interest and enthusiasm of the meetings at 
Cleveland and Toledo and Lima must have reached the com- 
panies in the fifth and sixth districts, for when the meeting 
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opened at Dayton on Friday, May 19, there was the largest 
representation ever had in that section. 

Conrad Kipp, of Greenville, was in the chair and L. A. Miller, 
of Darrtown, was secretary. J. M. Guild, secretary of the Great- 
er Dayton Association, made a splendid address of welcome and 
gave the convention its cue for the day. Mr. Guild showed what 
association and co-operation can do for a community and how 
desirable co-operation can be with the powers that govern. 


Mr. Guild was followed by Rollo R. Stevens, in response to. 


the welcome. Organization was effected, the old officers being 
re-elected and a county organization made. Although these dis- 
tricts have a solid Bell development on their borders toward 
Cincinnati, they showed splendid gains and a determined pur- 
pose to fully develop their fields. 

At noon the visitors had their pictures taken and were the 
guests of A. W. Surrell, Dayton manager of the Ohio State 
Telephone Co., at lunch. 

At the afternoon session a resolution of protest against the 
multiplicity of reports required by the government, similar to 
that adopted at the Lima meeting, was passed. Le Roy Parker 
explained the work of the joint committee working with the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission and also the work of the na- 
tional Independent telephone association in connection with the 
United States attorney general, Congress and the Interstate 
Commerce Commission at Washington, D. C. 

G. R. Johnston led a discussion on “Transmission,” taken 
part in by Roy Owens, of the Automatic Electric Co.; “Jack” 
Russell, of the American Electric Co.; J. Edwin Myers, of the 
Cracraft-Leich Electric Co.; “Ben” Woodbury, of the Kellogg 
Switchboard & Supply Co. 

Suggestions as to what the smaller companies can do to im- 
prove transmission were brought out and many speakers stated 
that this information was very helpful. The delegates were 
loath to leave and it was nearly 6 p. m. before the convention 
adjourned. 

Short addresses were made by the following members: H. 
A. Blessing, West Milton; Frank Binkley, Hamilton; A. W. L. 
Marshall and H. C. Kiefaber, Dayton; S. A. Hostetter, Green- 
ville; A. C. Neff, Urbana; J. W. Safford, Troy; J. A. Browne, 
Winchester, Ind.; H. E. Parker, Georgetown; J. O. Shoup, Day- 
ton; F. M. Davison, West Manchester; L. A. Miller, Darrtown, 
and D. E. Simes, Covington. 


Hicu LicutTs oF THE MEETINGS. 


Some observations which indicate the trend of the minds of 
Independent telephone people in Ohio are summed up in the fol- 
lowing “High Lights” by a prominent Ohio telephone man: 

Large attendance and an undercurrent of enthusiasm. 

Emphasis on the need of still closer and more effective co- 
operation by member companies. 

Appreciation of the work of the association in the past year 
and determination for effective work in the year to come. 

Splendid response of members in contributing to financial 
support of association. 

Growth in stations everywhere and increase in tolls. 

Realization of the meeting of costs of operation and gross 
revenue in many places and the need for adjustments in rates. 

Firm belief in regulation but protest against jurisdiction of 
both state and national governments and the burden of re- 
ports now placed upon companies. 

Powerful organization under new plan of county committee- 
men. 

Definite offer of the Ohio State Telephone Co. to aid any 
company in commercial, engineering, traffic or accounting mat- 
ters. 

Independent manufacturers must have support of Independ- 
ent companies to accomplish in the future as splendid results 
as in the past. 


The same need for efficiency in the commercial side of the 
work as has been emphasized in the plant and traffic depart- 
ments. 
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Civil Service Examination for Telephone Engineer. 

The United States Civil Service Commission has announced 
an open competitive examination for telephone engineer on 
June 21, 1916. From the register of eligibles resulting from this 
examination certification will be made to fill vacancies in this 
position in the Forest Service at Denver, Colo., and Portland, 
Ore., at $1,800 per year, and vacancies as they may occur in 
positions requiring similar qualifications at Albuquerque, N. M., 
Ogden, Utah, and San Francisco, Cal., or other places through- 
out the United States, unless it is found to be in the interest 
of the service to fill any vacancy by reinstatement, transfer or 
promotion. 

Preference in certification will be given to eligibles examined 
in the vicinity of the place at which the vacancy occurs, except 
that upon the request of the department certification will be 
made of the highest eligibles on the register for the entire coun- 
try who have expressed willingness to accept appointment where 
the vacancy exists. 

The duties of this position involve executive capacity, includ- 
ing ability to formulate comprehensive plans and to handle ad- 
ministrative correspondence; technical knowledge of all forms 
of line construction and maintenance in mountainous and in 
level open country and of switchboard and instrument installa- 
tion and operation; ability to keep records of lines and service; 
knowledge of equipment and of the uses and limitations of 
different forms of material; ability to prepare all forms of 
specifications, distribute materials and inspect work; familiarity 
with the plant and traffic departments of commercial telephone 
companies; practical experience in the handling of men; initia- 
tive and ability in conducting investigations of business and 
technical problems; ability to represent the department credit- 
ably in the negotiations of co-operative agreements and the 
settlement of controversies; and appreciation of the require- 
ments of other national forest activities. 

Competitors will be examined in the following subjects, which 
will have the relative weights indicated : 

Subjects. Weights. 


1. Practical questions relating to plant construction with 
special reference to initial cost, cost of maintenance, 





and reliability and efficiency of communication.......... 40 
2. Training and experience 60 
Total 100 





Applicants for this position must have had at least five years: 
of actual experience in the construction, maintenance and in- 
spection of telephone lines for operating systems employing the 
most approved telephone methods. Employment in work of this 
nature in the Forest Service will be accepted as the equivalent 
of a corresponding part of the time requirement. At least a 
part of this time must have been devoted to responsible work 
of an administrative nature. Training at a technical school or 
college is not essential, but credit will be given for such train- 
ing. Special credit will be given for experience in the construc- 
tion of tree lines and other telephone line construction peculiar 
to forested regions. Applicants must be physically strong, in 
good health, active, and able to stand exposure incident to em- 
ployment in the national forests. Any applicant may be barred 
from appointment if the medical certificate or information ob- 
tained independently furnished evidence satisfactory to the com- 
mission that the above requirements are not met. 

Persons who meet the requirements and desire this examina- 
tion should at once apply for Form 1,312, stating the title of 
the examination desired, to the United States Civil Service Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C., or to any of its branch offices. Ap- 
plications should be properly executed, including the medical 
certificate, but excluding the county officer’s certificate, and filed 
with the commission at Washington in time to arrange for tlie 
examination at the place selected by the applicant. The exact 
title of the examination should be stated in the application 
form. 

Announcement is made on Form 692, which contains a list 
of the places at which examinations will be held. 





























“Telephony’s Home Study Course for Telephone Men 


A Complete Presentation of the Principles Underlying Modern Telephony in All 
lis Branches—Arranged Systematically So That Regular Reading and Faithful 
Study Will Qualify Ambitious Men for Higher Positions—Prepared Under 
Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section Written by Jay G. Mitchell 








[AuTHor’s Note: The action that occurs when the tele- 
phonic voice-carrying current is carried from the originating 
station to the receiving station through the condenser bal- 
anced-impedance type of cord circuit, as outlined in section 388, 
will be much clearer if a more complete explanation and illus- 
tration is given. 

At the instant when the alternating telephonic voice-carry- 
ing current is flowing to telephone, S, in the direction shown by 


the solid arrows, owing to the sudden nature of the decrease 
in resistance of the circuit and increase in line current, it is 


impossible to supply it through the windings of the relays, C 
and E£, Fig. 145-B. This has been touched upon in section 387. 
It may be assumed for a working theory, therefore, that the 
flow of current in the direction indicated reduces the quantity 
of, the positive charge held in the left-hand plate of the con- 
denser, Q. This demand for current made on the left-hand 
plate of the condenser, Q, increases the amount of positive 
charge of the left-hand plate of the condenser, R, by passing to 
it out over the calling telephone circuit, S. Before this dis- 
turbance in the condition of charge of the two plates of R, 
they must have been in electrical equilibrium. That is to say 
that there were equal positive and negative charges in both 
plates. 

If the positive and negative charges had not been equal, they 
would have become so, by gradual flow of current through the 
windings of the relays, E and F. These relays with the con- 
necting wire leading to the battery terminal, form a circuit 
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Fig. 145. Condenser Balanced-Impedance Telephonic Transmission. 


joining the condenser terminals, by which any enduring differ- 
ence of potential is prevented. This equality of the positive 
and negative charge in each plate is not in the least prevented 


by the reactance of these relay windings. They do not offer 


any bar to the passage of the equalizing current unless the 
difference of potential is produced and varied with great 
rapidity. 
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The sudden flow of current created by the momentary reduc- 
tion in the resistance of the transmitter at S, however, disturbs 
the equality of charge in each plate of the condenser, Q, and 
before sufficient time elapses to permit this to be equalized 
through the windings of the relays, E and F, equilibrium is re- 
stored in another way. The initial draft upon the positive 
charge held by the left-hand plate of Q, results in an excess of 
negative charge in the right-hand plate of Q, there being no cor- 
responding positive charge in the left-hand plate to retain it. 
This inequality of charge, being of sudden creation, cannot be 
relieved by a gradual flow of current through the windings of 
the relays, C and D. 

The condition therefore, created by the momentary decrease 
in the resistance of the transmitter at S, is an excess negative 
charge released in the right-hand plate of Q, and an excess posi- 
tive charge released in the right-hand plate of R. Owing to the 
reactance of the relay windings involved, it is not possible that 
this rapidly changing inequality of charge in each condenser 
shall be removed by any flow of current through them. Relief 
is obtained by the transfer of the excess positive charge of 
the right-hand plate of Q, and the excess negative charge of 
the right hand plate of R, through a momentary current flow 
through the called telephone circuit, T. 

Should the resistance of the transmitter at S be increased, 
the action of the cord condensers and relay reactances will be 
exactly the same, except that the momentary current will flow 
in the opposite direction in each telephone. 

In other words, whenever there is a momentary increase or 
decrease in the current on either telephone line, due to the al- 
ternating telephonic voice-carrying currents produced by action 
of the transmitters, there will occur an exactly equivalent 
momentary increase or decrease in the current to the other 
terminal of the cord circuit. This means, of course, that the 
telephonic voice-carrying currents are, in effect, carried from 
one station to the other through the cord circuit, while the 
direct current supply for the transmitters is strictly individual- 
ized to the condition of each connected line.] 


CHAPTER XVII. The Typical Cord Circuit (Continued). 


390. Similarity in conditions produced by the two types of 
cord circuits—lIt has been stated that the same effect is pro- 
duced, so far as the transmission of the telephonic voice-carry- 
ing currents is concerned, in both the repeating coil feed and 
the balanced impedance type of cord circuits. 

The theory of the repeating coil transmission is very similar 
to that of the induction coil, except for the fact that there is 
no effort made in the cord circuit to step up the induced volt- 


age. See section 357, TELEPHONY’s Home Study Course for 

















28 





Telephone Men, TELEpHony, April 8, 1916. For this reason the 
windings of the repeating coil, of which there are four for each 
coil, are exactly alike in number of turns, position on the core, 
and resistance. This is necessarily true, as a little consideration 
will show. 


Any stepping up of the transmission voltage in one direc- 
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Fig. 138. Three-Wire Repeating Coil Battery Feed Cord Circuit. 


tion must inevitably result in a corresponding stepping down 
when the direction of the transmission is reversed. Obviously, 
this condition must be made uniform, so far as possible, in 
both directions. 

It is to be noted that the repeating coil type of operating 
current feed also preserves the individuality of the two tele- 
phone circuits which it is serving. This tends to equalize so 
far as possible, the strength of current supply for both the 
calling and the called transmitters. The division between the 
two parts of the cord circuit is fully as complete as it is in the 
condenser balanced-impedance type. 

In both the typical connecting cord circuits which have been 
shown, it may, therefore, be said that the supply of current to 
One 


important fact is to be noted in connection with the repeating 


one station is entirely independent of that to the other. 
coil type of common battery cord circuit: There is no possibil- 
ity of any leakage of voice currents to the common battery. 

There is, however, unquestionably a slight loss in transmission 
due to the insertion of the supervisory relays, E and F, Fig. 
138, directly into the talking circuit in series. This loss, in 
particular, need not be apprehended in the condenser balanced- 
impedance type of circuit as there are no series relays com- 
prised in any part of the talking or transmission circuit. There 
is, however, from a strictly theoretical point of view, a very 
slight loss in transmission due to the bridge or shunt path 
through the relays, C and E, and D and F, Fig. 143, to the 
common battery. 

391. Mechanical analogy for condenser balanced-impedance 
cord circuit—The use of mechanical analogies for electrical 


conditions has been found to present danger unless the applica- 
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Fig. 143. Two-Wire Multiple and Two-Wire Cord Circuit. 


tion is closely limited to the conditions to be illustrated and no 
others. In an early section of this course, the insertion of a 
coiled spring in the line wire was adduced as a mechanical an- 
alogy of the effect of capacity in the telephone circuit. Sup- 


pose that there were two pulleys connected by a belt as shown 
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in Fig. 146-A. Then suppose that coiled springs, Q and R, 
should be inserted in each side of this belt shown in Fig. 146-B. 
Levers attached by smaller springs, C, D and E, F, to the ends 
of the springs, Q and R, and pivoted at the points, A and B, 
are drawn by the weight, Y, so that they tend to compress the 
spring, Q, and to extend the spring, R. 

Such an arrangement would constitute a mechanical analogy 
of the condenser balanced-impedance cord circuit. The springs, 
Q and R, correspond, in a mechanical sense, to the condensers 
similarily lettered in Fig. 146-4. The weight, Y, corresponds to 
the battery and the pulleys, S and 7, correspond to the trans- 
mitters at the telephone stations. 

It is perfectly clear that when the pulley, S, is suddenly 
turned for part of one revolution in the direction of the curved 


arrow, the pulley, T, will follow at once. Owing to the weight 
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FIC. B 
Fig. 146. Mechanical Analogy of Condenser Balanced-Impedance 
Cord Circuit. 
of the moving lever arms, A and B, corresponding in 


mechanical effect to the electrical effect of the reactance of the 
relays C, D, E, and F, Fig. 145, this motion is transmitted from 
The 
slow-moving levers with the weights attached can only operate 


the pulley, S, to the pulley, 7, by the springs, Q and R. 


to maintain a constant tension on R and constant pressure on 
Q. Should the pulley, S, be suddenly rotated in the opposite 
sense, it is clear that T would move likewise. 

It is quite evident from Fig. 146-B that the two levers, A and 
B, may move from right to left some distance as the pulleys 
rotate without disturbing or moving the weight, Y, owing to 
the arrangement of the three pulleys, M, N, and O. Ina sim- 
ilar way, the battery, Y, Fig. 145-A, serves to maintain con- 
stant electrical tension on the condensers, Q and R, over the 
two connected line circuits. 

(To be Continued.’ 











Proceedings Before Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone Companies, Decisions of Courts 


in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities and Actions of City Councils Relative 
to Franchises, Rates and Service 


Rates of Home Company of Southern Oregon Adjusted. 

In an order issued May 16 the Oregon Public Service 
Commission granted permission to the Home Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. of southern Oregon to increase its rural 
party lines switching rates at Medford, Gold Hill and 
Rogue River. The company also asked for permission to 
increase its rates in those towns and Jacksonville, but this 
the commission denied. 

The rural party line switching rates at Medford were 
increased from $7.20 a year to $8.40; at Gold Hill, from 
$3 to $6 for residence telephones and from $6 to $10 for 
business telephones, and at Rogue River from $3 to $6 for 
residence telephones and from $6 to $10 for business tele- 
phones. 

The company also asked for permission to impose a 
penalty for the non-payment of bills and also a reconnec- 
tion charge of 50 cents in the event subscribers failed to 
pay monthly bills and service was denied them, but both 
requests were refused. The commission also refused to 
consent to the installation of a toll service between Med- 
ford and Jacksonville, saying the commission had consid- 
ered this free service when it fixed the present rates of the 
company at a former hearing. The company’s application 
for the installation of a five-cent charge for calls within, 
and a ten-cent charge for calls on rural and suburban lines 
without, the limits of cities served, when such calls are made 
by non-subscribers, was dismissed without prejudice. 





Supreme Court Ruling on Texas Pole and Wire Suit. 

In a judgment rendered May 3, the Supreme Court of 
‘Texas refused to grant a writ of error to the Southwestern 
‘Telegraph & Telephone Co. in the pole and wire suit carried 
up from the District Court of Dallas, Texas. 

The suit, which involves city revenues amounting to $45,- 
000 per year, originated in 1913. Because the Southwestern 
<ompany claimed a franchise from the city under which 
the 4 per cent. gross receipts tax provided by the city char- 
ter would not apply, the city levied a tax on the poles and 
-wires owned by the company. 

The tax was fixed at $2 per year for each pole the com- 
pany owns and 25 cents per year for each mile of wire it 
operates in Dallas. The tax was figured by the city to 
amount to the sum the corporation would pay if it were 
subjected to the 4 per cent. gross receipts tax. 

A jury in the district court held that the $2 pole tax was 
reasonable, but that the 25 cents wire tax was not. The 
city then amended the ordinance and fixed the wire tax at 
20 cents per mile. On this basis it won its case in Judge 
Foree’s court. The decision was sustained by the Civil 
Court of Appeals at Texarkana and the company carried 
the case to the supreme court on the application for a writ 
of error, which finally was refused. 





Court Rulings Affecting Telephone Companies in Texas. 

The civil appeals courts of Texas have in the past two weeks 
handed down decisions affecting Independent telephone com- 
panies of the state. A judgment of $15,230.90 in favor of John 
W. Evetts, jointly against the Gulf States Telephone Co. and 
the McGregor Electric Light Co., was affirmed. Mr. Evetts 
sustained injuries about two years ago, by touching a telephone 
guy wire that was in contact with an electric light wire, in Mc- 
Gregor. The case will probably be appealed to higher courts. 

The Third Court of Civil Appeals last week refused a re- 
hearing of the case of the Brazos Valley Telegraph & Telephone 
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Co., et al., vs. Will Wilson, a former employe of the company, 
the case having been appealed by the telephone company. Mr. 
Wilson lost an arm from electric burns suffered in Waco, Texas, 
in 1914, and sued the telephone company and the Texas Power 
& Light Co. jointly, securing a judgment against the two com- 
panies of $7,000. Judgment was affirmed by the civil appeals 
court some months ago. The Brazos Valley Telegraph & Tele- 
phone Co. is fully protected by liability insurance. 





Surety Bond of Telephone Company. 

A municipal ordinance requiring telephone wires to be 
laid underground provided that before the laying of such 
wires should be begun, the telephone company should 
make application to the council for a permit which upon 
approval by the council should be issued by the city en- 
gineer. It further provided that if in the construction 
any excavation or obstruction should be made or placed 
in any street or public highway, the person or corporation 
making such excavation or obstruction should speedily 
place the street in proper order and pay all damages for 
injuries resulting from negligence or improper construc- 
tion or repair, and that one making such exacavation should 
file a surety bond conditioned that it would restore the 
streets, alleys, and public places to be excavated under 
such permit and pay all damages occasioned by construc- 
tion of the work. 

The telephone company procured a bond, entitled “Bond 
to Comply With Ordinance,” which was conditioned to be 
void if the telephone company should in all respects com- 
ply with the ordinance, and restore the streets and alleys 
as required, and pay all damages that the city might sus- 
tain by reason of neglect, either in construction of the 
improvement or in maintenance thereof. 

The court held that, in view of the purpose of the bond 
and the fact that no bond conditioned upon the main- 
tenance of such conduits and excavations was required, 
the bond cannot be construed as a continuing obligation 
conditioned upon such maintenance, and thus after the 
restoration of the streets, etc., the bond expired and the 
surety company was entitled to no further compensation. 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty Co. vs. Iowa Telephone 
Co.; Supreme Court of Iowa; 158 Northwestern, 727. 





House Mover Wants Wires Strung Higher. 

Richard Cole, a house mover, has requested the San 
Diego (Cal.) city council to require the telephone, telegraph 
and electric light companies to string their wires on poles 35 
to 40 feet above the streets, instead of 25 feet. The complain- 
ant alleges that the wires are so low that it is impossible to 
move any but the smallest houses through the streets with- 
out necessitating the removal of wires, making the cost 
almost prohibitive. He said that he desires to move a 
house from Eleventh street and Broadway to Thirteenth 
and C streets, but because of the many wires on Broadway 
it will cost him more than $600 to move the house across 
that street and about $800 to move it the entire distance. 





Physical Connection Upheld by Wisconsin Supreme Court. 

Where the appellant claimed that to order a physical 
connection between its lines and those ot another tele- 
phone company would destroy its local business, an order 
under the laws of 1911, chapter 546, of the Wisconsin Rail- 
road Commission requiring such connection, which pro- 
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vided for compensation for services rendered in that re- 
gard, is not in excess of the commission’s power as auth- 
orizing the taking of property. 

Where physical connection between the switchboards of 
competing telephone companies was authorized, but the 
patrons of either, should they use the lines of the other, 
were required to pay for the extra service, one company 
did not take the property of another without compensation, 
for, though there might be a technical taking by the pat- 
rons, compensation was made for all services rendered. 
Wisconsin Telephone Co. vs. Wisconsin Railroad Commis- 


sion; Supreme Court of Wisconsin; 156 Northwestern, 614. 


Regulation of Electric Wires in California. 

The act of April 8, 1911 (California statute of 1911, page 
796), provides by section 1 that in any action for damages 
for death of an employe from personal injury on the ground 
of want of ordinary care on the part of the employer, it 
shall be conclusively presumed that the employe was not 
guilty of contributory negligence in any case where the 
violation of any statute enacted for the safety of em- 
ployes contributed to his injury. The act of April 22, 
1911 (statute of 1911, page 1,037), regulates the use and 
maintenance of electric poles, wires, etc., and declares 
that no person or corporation shall run or maintain above 
ground, within four feet of any wire carrying less than 
600 volts, any wire carrying more than 600 volts, or main- 
tain, four feet from any wire ‘carrying more than 600 volts, 
any wire carrying less than 600 volts, making any violation 
thereof a misdemeanor. 

These acts, the court held, are not unconstitutional as 
class legislation, since they apply to a single class of in- 
dividuals or objects, and apply uniformly to all of the 
class. Bloxham vs. Tehama County Telephone Co.; Dis- 
trict Court of Appeal, California; 155 Pacific, 654. 


Maximum Rate Fixed by Franchise Upheld in Texas. 

The owners of « local telephone system in an unincor- 
porated town legally obligated themselves to a maximum 
rate by agreeing thereon as a basis for the grant of a 
franchise by the town after its incorporation under the 
general laws. The defendant telephone company, incor- 
porated to construct, maintain and operate telephone lines, 
local, rural, and toll, took over this local system in pay- 
ment for four-fifths of its capital. The court held that it 
could not increase such maximum rate, since the defend- 
ant’s authority to operate being derived solely from the 
municipal grant to such first owners, it was bound by 
the maximum rate therein provided. Athens Telephone 
Co. vs. City of Athens; Court of Civil Appeals of Texas; 
182 Southwestern, 42. , 











Excessive Charge for Franchise. 

Under the statute of Kansas relating to cities of the 
second class, providing that the grantee of the franchise 
shall pay to the city such fixed charge as may be pre- 
scribed, a requirement that $100 a month shall be paid by 
a telephone company is not so excessive as to warrant the 
interference of a court. Emporia Telephone Co. vs. Kan- 
sas Public Utilities Commission; Supreme Court of Kan- 
sas; 154 Pacific, 262. 





Ohio Commission Upheld in Denying Connection. 
The Supreme Court of Ohio, on May 16, upheld the 
Ohio Public Utilities Commission in denying long dis- 
tance service into Cincinnati over the Bell lines to sub- 
scribers of the Hamilton (Ohio) Home Telephone Co. 
The court affirmed the action of the state public utilities 
commission which twice refused to compel the Cincinnati 
& Suburban Bell Telephone Co. to give service into Cin- 
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cinnati to William Shafer, of Hamilton, a subscriber of the 
Hamilton Home company. 





Los Angeles to Vote on Bond Issue for Municipal System. 

Over the objections of Howard Robertson, assistant city at- 
torney, the city council of Los Angeles, recently voted to place 
on the ballot at the special election, June 6, the proposition to 
issue $8,000,000 in bonds for the establishment of a municipal 
telephone system. 





Summary of State Commission Hearings and Rulings. 


HaAwall. 

May 15: Annual investigation of the telephone companies 

of Hawaii by the public utilities commission. 
ILLINOIS. 

May 24: Hearing on the complaint of the Galesburg Union 
Telephone Co. vs. the Farmington Telephone Co., relative to 
the refusal of the defendant company to receive and transmit 
messages of the complainant at its exchange at Farmington, 
Jil. Case 4,838. 

May 24: Hearing in the matter of the application of the 
Pitcher Telephone Co. for an order authorizing the issue of 
its bond account in the aggregate amount of $35,000. Case 
4,683. 

May 25: Continued hearing on the application of the Chicago 
Tunnel Co. for permission to sell the automatic telephone plant 
in Chicago to the Chicago Telephone Co. Intervening petitions 
have been filed by the Kinloch-Bloomington Telephone Co., the 
Wabash Valley Telephone Co. and the Citizens Independent 
Telephone Co. (Phillip Miller and Frank T. O’Hair, attorneys), 
the Kinloch Long Distance Telephone Co., of St. Louis, Mo. 
(Kramer, Kramer & Campbell, attorneys), the Public Owner- 
ship League of Chicago (Vroman, Munro & Vroman, attor- 
neys), and A. J. Killen and the Tri-State Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., of St. Paul. On May 4 an order was entered mak- 
ing the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. a party to the 
proceedings. Case 4,895. 

June 5: Continued hearing on the petition of the City of 
Peoria vs. the Central Union Telephone Co., to compel the Cen- 
tral Union company to reduce its rates to Peoria subscribers. 

KENTUCKY. 

May 29: Conference to discuss the provisions of the act 
of the last legislature placing telephone and telegraph com- 
panies under the jurisdiction of the Kentucky Railroad Com- 


mission. MINNESOTA. 


June 5: Continued hearing on the petition of the City of 
Owatonna for a physical connection between the toll lines of 
the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. and the local ex- 
change of the Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co. at Owa- 
tonna, Minn. The testimony of the Bell company was taken 
at the hearing held April 3 to 6 and the testimony of the City 
of Owatonna and the Tri-State company will be heard on 
June 5 at St. Paul. 

Missouri. 


May 22: The commission granted permission for the pur- 
chasing of the property of the Chilhowee (Mo.) Telephone Co., 
by the Holden (Mo.) Home Telephone Co.; also for the Hol- 
den Home company to issue $5,000 of its capital stock. 

September 18: Hearing in the matter of adopting a uniform 
system of accounts for telephone companies. Every telephone 
company in the state has been given notice that it will be 
expected to be present or to be represented, and to introduce 
any evidence necessary to assist in the promulgating of a uni- 
form system of accounts for telephone companies. Case 937. 

September 18: General conference in which representatives 
of all telephone companies in the state are to meet with the 
commission and to introduce all testimony and evidence re- 
quired in the adoption of uniform rules, regulations and prac- 
tices for telephone companies, relative to all charges, deposits, 
contracts, or guarantees for all kinds of service and connec- 
tions. ~ Case 938. NEBRASKA. 


May: Order directing the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to restore farm line service between Lincoln and Pleasant- 
dale, which was recently discontinued. The company had one 
farm line running to Pleasantdale, on which the local bank, the 
cashier’s residence, a physician and a merchant were connected. 
These patrons complained to the commission when their service 
was cut off. In directing that the service be continued, the com- 
mission’s order provides that the four patrons named shall no‘ 
allow anyone else to use their telephones. 

May: Hearing on application of the Bassett-Springview Tele- 
phone Co., of Bassett, Neb., a an increase in rates. 

HIO, 


May 11: Joint application made to permit the Citizens Tele- 
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phone Co., a Delaware corporation, to sell to the Citizens Tele- 
phone Co., an Ohio corporation, telephone properties at Coshoc- 
ton and West Lafayette, payable in stock of the Ohio company. 
The latter company also asked permission to issued $32,000 in 
common stock and $25,000 in preferred stock. 

May 22: The commission authorized the Metamora Tele- 
phone Co., a co-partnership, to sell to the Metamora Telephone 
Co., a corporation, all of the property and assets of the tele- 
phone plant at Metamora, Fulton, Ohio, Order 824. 

May 22: The commission granted the application of the 
Metamora (Ohio) Telephone Co. for permission to issue its 
common capital stock of the total par value of $12,000, to be 
delivered in full payment, at par, of the consideration for the 
property to be acquired by the applicant under authority of 
order No. 824 in the matter of the joint application of the 
Metamora Telephone Co., a corporation, and the Metamora 
Telephone Co., a co-partnership, for authority to buy and sell 
property. Order 825 

May 23: In the matter of the application of the Farmers 
Mutual Telephone Co., of Cardington, Morrow county, Ohio, 
for a certificate of public convenience, the commission found 
that the Morrow Telephone Co. is in operation in the territory 
which the applicant desires to enter and is furnishing adequate 


service. The application was therefore dismissed. Case 656. 
OREGON. 
May 16: The commission authorized the Home Telephone 


& Telegraph Co. of southern Oregon to increase its rural party 
line switching rate at Medford, from $7.20 to $8.40 per year; 
at Gold Hill from $3 to $6 for residence telephones and from 
$6 to $10 for business telephones, and at Rogue River from $3 
to $6 for residence telephones and $6 to $10 for business tele- 
phones. 

WASHINGTON. 

May 29: Postponed hearing at Olympia on investigation of 
the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. in the state. At this 
hearing the commission will consider the matter of rates; 
the question of segregation of properties used for local and toll 
service in the large cities of the state, and the question of dis- 
crimination and of switching rates on farmers’ lines. 

WISCONSIN. 

May: The commission ordered the valuation of the Rock 
County Telephone Co., Janesville, Wis., brought down to date. 

May: The Lincoln Farmers’ Telephone Co., Whitehall, noti- 
fied the commission that it will give night service at a uniform 
charge of 10 cents per call. 

May: The Auburndale Telephone Co. filed a non-subscriber 
charge of 10 cents. 

May: Five applications were filed by telephone companies of 
the state asking permission to make extensions of service. The 
applications are: 

Cecil Green Valley Line Co., of Cecil. 
ington, Shawano county. 

Forestville Telephone Co., of Forestville. Extension in Nase- 
waupee, Door county. Companies affected: Sawyer & Western 
Telephone Co. and Sturgeon Bay & Gardner Telephone Co.. 
Extensions in Brussels and Union, Door county. Companies 
affected: Casco Brussels Telephone Co. and Sturgeon Bay & 
Gardner Telephone Co. 

La Valle Telephone Co., of La Valle. 
field, Sauk county. Company affected: 
Co. 

Freemont Telephone Co., 
field, Waushara county. 
phone Co. 

May: Application filed by the Marshland Telephone Co., of 
Peet, Wis., for authority to issue $875 of stock for the purpose 
of exchanging it for property and cash. 

May: The commission authorized the La Valle Telephone 
Co., La Valle, Wis., to issue $4,560 of stock for the purpose 
of bringing the total outstanding indebtedness more nearly equal 
to the value of the property. 

May: Complaint filed by L. W. Cox and others against the 
\rnold Telephone Co. and the Rusk County Telephone Co., 
"Ladysmith, requesting that physical connection be established 
tween both companies. 

May: The commission authorized the following extensions: 
Wisconsin Telephone Co. Extension in Oconomowoc, Wau- 
csha county. Company affected: Badger Telephone Co. Exten- 
sion in Fountain Prairie, Columbia county. Company affected: 
Veoples Telephone Co., of Rio. Extension in Rock, Rock 
county. 

Lynn Telephone Co., of Lynn. 
mont, Clark county. 

‘ Ludington Telephone Co., of Ludington. Extension in Wash- 
ington, Eau Claire county. 

Dane County Rural Telephone Co., of Madison. 
in town of Madison, Dane county. 


Extension in Wash- 


Extension in Win- 
Reedsburg Telephone 


of Freemont. Extension in Bloom- 
Company affected: Poysippi Tele- 


Extension in Lynn and Fre- 


Extension 
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Beloit Farm Telephone Co., of Beloit. Extension in Rock and 
Newark, Rock county. 

East Valley Telephone Co., of Campbellsport. 
Kewaskum, Washington county. 

Casco-Brussels Telephone Co., of Casco. 
Kewaunee county. 

Beloit Farm Telephone Co., of Beloit. 
Rock county. 

May 18: The commission ordered an extension of the lines 
of the Dane County Rural Telephone Co., of Madison, to the 
home of Levi Bockhout, three-fourths of a mile beyond the 
present terminus of the line. The commission found that pub- 
lic convenience and necessity required the extension of the line. 

“Tn order to avoid discrimination in making similar extensions 
in the future the telephone company should at once formulate 
and file a rule covering the terms and conditions under which 
extensions will be made and upon the approval of such rule by 
the commission should proceed at once to extend its service to 
Mr. Bockhout,” says the decision. It gives the company ten 
days’ time to file the rule with the commission. 

May 18: Petition filed by the Franksville Telephone Co. for 
authority to increase rates. 

May 18: Since this date the following applications to extend 
the lines of telephone companies have been disposed of by the 
Wisconsin Railroad Commission: 

Wisconsin Telephone Co. allowed extensions in Dunkirk, 
Dane county; Trenton, Dodge county; Dunkirk and Union and 
Rutland. 

East Valley Telephone Co., of Campbellsport, allowed exten- 
sion in Scott and Mitchell, Sheboygan county. 

Burlington, Rochester & Kansasville Telephone Co., of Bur- 
lington, refused extension in Waterford and Norway, Racine 
county. 

Earl (Wis.) Telephone Co. 
Washburn county. 

May 18: The following applications for permission to make 
extensions have been filed since this date: 

Delton Telephone Co., of Delton. Extension in town of Lyn- 
don, Juneau county. Company affected: Farmers Inter-County 
Mutual Telephone Co. 

Cambridge Telephone Co., of Cambridge. 
land and Sumner, Jefferson county. Companies affected: 
side Telephone Co. and Oakland Telephone Co. 

Farmers’ Lake Shore Telephone, Traction & Electric Power 
Co., of Algoma. Extension in town of Ahnapee, Kewaunee 
county. Companies affected: Forestville Telephone Co. and 
Kodan Telephone Co. 

Forestville (Wis.) Telephone Co. Extension in Forestville, 
Door county. Company affected: Kodan Telephone Co. 

Cascade (Wis.) Telephone Co. Extension in Lyndon and 
Mitchell, Sheboygan county. Company affected: East Valley 
Telephone Co. 

Dane County Rural Telephone Co., Madison. Extension in 
Dunn and Madison, Dane county. Companies affected: Ore- 
gon Telephone Se. McFarland Telephone Co. and Wisconsin 
Telephone Co. 

May 18: The Magenta Telephone Co., Seymour, Eau Claire 
county, was granted a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity. The new company will operate in Seymour only and 
will have connections with the Wisconsin Telephone Co. Henry 
Kurth, Seymour, is secretary-treasurer of the company. 

May 20: The commission allowed the increase in the rates 
of the Farmers Mutual Telephone Co., of Baraboo. The pres- 
ent rates are $7.50 per telephone per year. The company origi- 
nally asked for a $10 rate, but changed it at the hearing to a 
$9 rate. The company had a total of 417 subscribers on Decem- 
ber 31, 1915. Of the $7.50 received per telephone, $4 was paid 
to the Wisconsin Telephone Co. for switching service at Bara- 
boo, The commission allowed the increase. 

May 20: Hearing at Chippewa Falls in the case of Frank 
Melville, et al., vs. the Chippewa County Telephone Co. and the 
Melville Settlement Telephone Co. Case U—930. 


Extension in 
Extension in Casco, 


Extension in Newark, 


refused extension in Crystal, 


Extension in Oak- 


Hill- 


May 23: Hearing in the case of L. H. Howe, et al., vs. the 
Footville Telephone Co., in regard to rates and service. Case 
U—925. 

May 23: Hearing in regard to alleged refusal of the Lodi 


Telephone Exchange to extend its telephone service to I. A. 
Chase and others. Case U—918. 

May 24: Hearing at Williams Bay in regard to alleged dis- 
crimination in rates, tolls and charges of the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Co. at its exchange in Lake Geneva. Case U—903. 

May 31: Hearing at Wausau in the case of J. B. Thompson, 
et al., vs. the Wittenberg Telephone Co., in regard to rates, rules 
and service. Case U—919. 

June 2: Postponed hearing at Denmark in the case of the 
Denmark Farmers & Merchants Telephone Co. vs. the Brown 
County ‘lelephone Co., the Wisconsin Telephone Co. and the 
Wayside Telephone Co., in regard to connection and rates. 











Practical Subjects—Letters and Discussions 


“Telephony’s” Home Course for Telephone Men. 
(Not meant for study.) 
By Well Clay. 
3ETTER BABIES WANTED! 
We’ve been a readin’ in th’ papers— 
My old man ’n I— 
About th’ many babies 
What sicken up an’ die, 
F’r lack o’ better nourishm’nt 
An’ want o’ better care. 


Then, we read about this movem’nt 
That’s spreadin’ everywhere, 

T’ help t’ save th’ stock on hand 
An’ plan so’s th’ next crop 

Will grade a little better 
An’ make th’ death rate drop. 


My old man, he says as how 
They’re talkin’ sense at last; 

An’ he would ’ave writ an’ told ’em 
But f’r that he didn’t dast, 

F’r fear that he’d show his ign’rnce 
An’ get th’ laugh all right; 

"N so I come ’stead o’ him 
T’ help with all my might. 


He says as how th’ gov’ment 
Spends millions every year 
T’ guard th’ health of squeally pigs, 
’"N cow, ’n sheep, ’n steer; 
But that Congress down at Washington 
Just simply would go wild 
If they was asked t’ set aside 
A dollar f’r a child. 


They'll vote f’r millions, too, t? arm 
Them modern battleships ; 
*R throw a hospital away 
On some sight-seeing trips, 
Inspectin’ places where appropriations 
Never should be spent. 
3ut t’ save a million babies 
They wouldn't vote a cent. 


Y’ see we’re interested, 
Tho’ we ain’t laid none away, 
’Cause a mighty lot o’ babies 
We’ve seen buried in our day; 
An’ a pretty big percentage 
Of them as has been lost 
Might just as well been salvaged 
Without a cent o’ cost. 


’T wasn’t all the lack o’ money 
Which caused th’ most t’ die, 
But Old Misinformation 
That kept th’ death rate high. 
There’s many a slab o’ marble 
O’er tiny mounds, grass grown, 
Which might ’ave been in statue 
If th’ folks ’ad only known. 


We are having quite a splurge up here in Minnesota this 
summer about the “baby welfare” proposition, as I suppose 
you all are in other states. And the idea is a good one—fully 
as good as the idea the lumber jack had who got into the mis- 
sion by mistake. On asking what sort of a place it was and 
being told that it was a place for “saving young girls,” he said: 
“Good idea! Save one f’r me.” 

The thing that strikes me most forcibly is that the little line 
about “Old Misinformation” in the verse, would find a good 
job right away in the telephone business. He would soon crowd 
old General Supposition off the boards entirely. 

How much money we might all have saved if we had not 
been influenced, not only in the beginning but all along the way, 
by rumors and suppositions instead of facts. When the com- 
pany got a little colicky, financially, from too much wind on the 
stock account, how much more profitable it would have been 


to have merely “jounced” off some of the wind, so to speak, 
than to have added to the burden by feeding the “babe” some 
stupefying lotion, like paying an unearned dividend on borrowed 
money, or issuing a stock dividend, as is often done when there 
is no money on hand, and the management wishes to allay the 
pain which is sure to ensue among the stockholders on the an- 
nouncement that no dividends were forthcoming. 

The medicine merely puts off the outward effects of the 
trouble, which soon returns greatly intensified. Subsequent doses 
merely fit the babe for the tombstone instead of the statue in 
the public square. 

When the “babe” was teething, how much better it would 
have been to have let it chew on the iron ring of fact instead 
of trying to get it through that trying period, which holds be- 
tween promotion and prosperity, by securing new subscribers 
with the lure of “free interchange of service with adjoining 
towns” as a bait. This is but another form of infantile medi- 
cine much prescribed by quacks and which, like the majority 
of infant remedies of the good old days, had much to do with 
increasing the percentage of lamb-surmounted headstones in the 
grass grown cemeteries. 

In rearing “infant” telephone babes, and while getting them 
so they can walk alone, one must reconcile himself to the agony 
of seeing them get a few bumps. A few will not hurt them, 
but one would think from the way the average manager exerts 
himself to save his charge from the least draft of criticism, 
that a small chill from some rural community, that wishes uni- 
versal service for a dollar a month, would be the death of the 
concern. 

To ward off the evil day of telephone “measles,” so to speak, 
when all the patrons “break out” at once and protest in a body 
over some fiat of the company whereby their liberties are as- 
sumed to be at stake, the manager will sometimes go to un- 
seemly lengths and do not promise anything so as to placate 
them. He little regards the fact that the evil day is only put off 
temporarily and that, sooner or later, the physical deterioration 
of the beloved outwardly testifies that a change must be made 
or the last sad rites will be in order. 

Misinformation is not a necessity in the telephone business, 
any more than it is in the rearing of children. Plenty of in- 
formation is at hand in every neighborhood, which is to be 
had for the asking, from people who have reared children of 
their own. It will, if followed correctly, make the loss of 
serious sickness of a child unnecessary; and in case of further 
need outside of the common ailments of infant life, the advice 
of the family doctor is always available. 

In the telephone business, all one needs to do is to read and 
avail himself of the generally to be relied upon information pre- 
pared for us by the reputable trade journals, like TELEPHONY, 
which are within the reach of all. When more serious things or 
conditions threaten or important changes are necessary, we 
have the advice and skill of the engineers and others high up 
in the profession to avail ourselves, on the payment of reason- 
able fees—often without. 

Once upon a time there was a very wise man by the name of 
Solomon who tried to assume the responsibility of being hus 
band .to a great number of wives and, as is to be assumed, th 
further responsibility of rearing a great number of children 
He was testing out the theory, presumably, of having a “uni 
versal service” scheme in the matrimonial market; with on 
head whose word was law unto all the subordinates, underlin; 
and sub-licensees. If the scheme was to provide for a syster 
of having the interchange of news under one control, it probab! 
succeeded pretty well, for a time, as the concentrated volume 
of all the most interesting news was sure to come into the hea 
ing of this vast aggregation of females through their innum« 
able servants and attendants, sooner or later. 

But any way one looks at it, the scheme was bound to be 
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failure, as those outside the pale of perquisites were naturally 
dissatisfied with the arrangements, because it cornered the sup- 
ply of attractive wives; and the female who was only one-two- 
thousandth of a wife found the time hanging heavy on her 
hands waiting for her legal allotment of her lord’s affection. 

The scheme must have opened innumerable avenues for decep- 
tion in regard to the foistering upon the family of various ad- 
ditional infants who had only to take the universal name and 
thereupon enter in upon the enjoyment of the commissary de- 
partment of the establishment. 

History does not record the exact outcome of the experi- 
ment but the chances are that, aside from the expense of the 
upkeep of so vast an establishment pauperizing the nation, noth- 
ing was proved. 

We do know, however, that today there are few people, we 
are pleased to meet, who rejoice in bearing the family name. 

Solomon finally died, thereby gaining a reputation for wisdom. 

Absence of dope is sometimes the best cure in infant dis- 
eases. 





New Exchange of Missouri Union Co. at Deepwater, Mo. 

The exchange of the Missouri Union Telephone Co., at Deep- 
water, Mo., which a few months ago was destroyed by fire, has 
been rebuilt and is now installed in the company’s new build- 
ing. This exchange building, a photograph of which is repro- 
duced here, was designed to meet the requirements of an ex- 
change having about 300 telephones. 

The Deepwater exchange is the smallest exchange of the five 
owned and operated by the Missouri Union company. Outside 
of being a link in a chain in the county service, it has never 
yielded a very heavy return on the investment. The company, 
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Floor and Basement Plans of the New Exchange at Deepwater, Mo. 


therefore, decided to build a cheap fireproof building that would 
answer as a residence for the troubleman and his wife, in addi- 
ion to serving as a telephone exchange. Earl Stephens and his 
wife take care of this exchange, Mr. Stephens being the trouble- 
man and his wife the chief operator. Miss Fay Stephens as- 
sists Mrs. Stevens in the operating room. 
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The exchange is built of hollow glazed tile building blocks 
manufactured in Deepwater, Mo., and is one story in height, 
with a basement. As shown in the accompanying floor 
plans, there is a porch 8 by 17 feet on the front of the 
Entering the from the front one comes 


house. house 




















Exchange of the Missouri Union Telephone Co., at Deepwater, Mo. 


into a lobby 5 by 15 feet. The operating room and distributing 
rack occupy the front half of the floor. The operating room 
contains the switchboard, filing cabinet, a desk and a disappear- 
ing bed for the night operator and has a metal nine-foot ceil- 
ing. In the rear half of the house is a bedroom 10 by 15 feet 
and a living room 12 by 15 feet, which, as previously stated, 
are occupied by Mr. Stephens and his family. 

The basement has a concrete floor and a seven-foot ceiling. 
Under the front porch is located the coal bin. Just in back of 
this is the repair shop and storeroom and a hot air furnace. 
The remainder of the basement is taken up with the dining 
room and kitchen. 

The building was designed by G. W. Schweer, manager of the 
Missouri Union Telephone Co. at Windsor, Mo., and was built 
by McDonald Brothers, of Windsor, Mo., at a cost of $1,700. 





Forest Fire Fighting Course by Mail. 

With the recent completion of more than 2,500 
of government telephone lines extending through the 30 
forest reserves of the intermountain country, for which 
Denver is headquarters, at a cost of nearly $250,000, Smith 
Riley, district forester, has begun a correspondence course 
to benefit the 250 forest rangers protecting 21,000,000 acres 
of federal timber lands. 

The object of the course, supervised by Harry R. Kylie, 
district telephone engineer, is to promote efficiency, says 
the Mountain States Monitor. 

The mail course is an innovation, being without precedent 
anywhere in the country, and teaches the rangers the ele- 
ments of electricity and magnetism on which telephone ap- 
paratus is based. Detailed drawings show how each part is 
constructed, and in each instance the theory of the 
grounded telephone apparatus is explained. The lessons, 
which require from three to six months to complete, are 
followed by practical demonstrations in the forests. 

The telephone system is regarded as one of the most 
important factors in forest protection. It is to insure 
against the failure of the lines to work properly in emer- 
gency that the course is given. 

In higher altitudes, where the atmosphere is heavily 
charged with electricity, a telephone line often in a storm 
becomes a burning line of red heat. Instructions are in- 
tended to safeguard not only timber, but the rangers’ lives. 


miles 

















Fundamental Principles of the Telephone Business 


A Reading Course Designed to Present Logically the Principles Which Underlie 
Successful Organization and Operation of Telephone Properties—Prepared Under 
the General Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—Part I, Telephone Economics, 
by James H. Shoemaker, Completed June 26, 1915—Part II, The Corporate Tele- 
phone Organization, by J. C. Kelsey and S. R. Edwards, Completed September 25, 
1915—Part III, Telephone Accounting and Auditing, by James H. Shoemaker, 
Completed January 15, 1916—JInstallments Now Being Presented Comprise 
Part IV, Telephone Finance, Written by J. C. Kelsey and S. R. Edwards 











Quiz Questions on the Preceding Installment. 

124. What were the reasons advanced for the merger of 
the Ohio Independent companies under the name of the Ohio 
State Telephone Co.? 

125. Outline the plan for financing the Ohio State company. 

126. Does an examination of the latest balance sheet and 
statement of earnings indicate a satisfactory condition? 

127. 

128. 
the payment of the promoter? 
as to the promoter’s reward? 

129. By whom have the services of promoters been paid? 
What has been allowed as a fair amount for promoter’s remun- 


Who are consulted in large consolidations? 
In what respect are telephone companies interested in 
What is the general attitude 


eration? 

130. How is advantage taken of an incorporated organiza- 
tion for fraudulent purposes? 

131. What is a very common practice of defrauding a cor- 


poration? 


CHAPTER X. Fraudulent Practices (Concluded). 


132. Fraudulent Contracts—Another method of manipulation 
is to get control of a corporation not only for high salary pur- 
poses, but to cause the corporation to purchase real estate, sup- 
plies, etc., from interested individuals. Corporation managers 
can charge higher discounts than they are really charged and 
can favor certain selling corporations with higher prices. The 
strangest part of it is that while men can make contracts ad- 
vantageous to themselves and disadvantageous to the corpora- 
tion, no punishment seems to be laid down for such crimes. 

133. New Side Companies—If{ some particular branch of 
business is unusually profitable, new companies are sometimes 
organized to handle this business and take it away from the 
original corporation. Bankers have been accused of buying 
bonds with depositors’ money and pocketing the other securities 
given as a bonus. Managers, finding that some deals are ex- 
tremely profitable, handle them personally. 

Railroad managers discovered long ago that long-haul freight 
was profitable, so they organized “fast freight” companies and 
made contracts over connecting lines which literally robbed the 
local roads of their profits. The profits, of course, went into 


the pockets of the railroad officials who had organized these 


companies. 

The Vanderbilts always managed to own stock of the termi- 
The 
Goulds are said to have owned the bridges over which the 


nal companies and charged exorbitant prices for their use. 
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and other Gould lines ran and which paid 
Other families have done this 


Missouri Pacific 
high prices for the privilege. 
for generations and have never seen the inside of a prison, 
even though grand larceny is a crime. 

134. Misuse of Information—The most flagrant method of 
milking or cheating stockholders is the possession of inside in- 
formation. If a melon is to be cut, the insiders buy all the 
stock offered, while if a receivership is possible, the same group 
of privileged insiders can safely unload. 

A story has been told of a company which had $20,000 in 
notes outstanding and secured by a mortgage the property. The 
president, seeing that receivership was inevitable, traded his 
stock for the notes and secured possession of the property 
which is worth several times the face of the notes. 

The treasurer of a company in bad condition bought the notes 
of the company at a low price. He then paid the notes in full 
and made a large profit, a transaction in which the court could 
see no wrong. 

135. Directors’ Practices—Directors are ordinarily allowed 
fees from $5 to $25 for each directors’ meeting and can have 
as many meetings as they see fit. Some by-laws, however, limit 
the fees of directors to 12 meetings a year. 

Directors can issue stock to friendly parties and thus gain 
control of the company. One company had a majority director. 
The company issued new stock, and at a meeting, arranged so 
that the majority director could not attend, the president an- 
nounced that stockholders had not subscribed—they had no 
chance—and advantage was taken by the minority directors to 
purchase the stock and thereby secured control. 

136. 
familiar with the construction company contract, which left 


Construction Contracts—Telephone companies are 
them practically ruined at the outset of the business. The con- 
struction company would sell bonds as low as $50 and that meant 
the operating company was to be loaded with a double burden 
in fixed charges. 

This accounts for the difficulties of many companies in rais- 
ing money. They cannot issue more bonds at par or even at 
80, because there are numerous bondholders who bought at 50. 
They cannot issue more stock either, so it is a case of reor- 
ganization or a standstill. 

137. Payment of Unearned Dividends and Juggling of Ac- 
counts—Some corporations have maintained the values of their 
securities by paying dividends which were not earned. This 
practice gave the insiders a chance to unload at good prices. 

Juggling of accounts was once a common practice, but the 
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auditing profession has shown an unwillingness to countenance 
Some firms refuse to make audits unless given 
Some companies even employ outside auditors to 


the practice. 
a free rein. 
audit their own auditors, thereby securing a double check on 
their business. Publicity has done much to eliminate the jug- 
gling of accounts. 

138. The Rights of Stockholders—The tendency of courts 
is to insist that stockholders cannot plead ignorance of the 
doings of directors elected by them. Nothing short of the cour- 
age and energy of a very few minority stockholders has ever 
Usu- 


ally these men are assailed and their motives impugned by their 


succeeded in undoing great wrongs done to corporations. 


enemies and even friends who desert them but never fail to come 
The Independent telephone field 
owes a great debt to the resourceful Mr. Dunbar, whose cour- 


in when recovery is possible. 


age and persistence, as well as faith, gave the Kellogg com- 
pany back to it. 

Today, the minority stockholder is recognized, and his rights 
are not overlooked as they were only one decade ago. A watch- 
ful minority director, stockholders interested in annual meet- 
ings, a system of cumulative voting—all, coupled with publicity, 
have great influence upon the proper conduct of business. 

By-laws should be most carefully written, especially as to 
salary limits, company indebtedness, depreciation, and surplus. 
If this were done thoroughly, the courts would have little to do 
in the settlement of corporation affairs. 


CHAPTER XI. Commission Regulation of Securities. 


139. Commission Authority Over Financing of Public Utili- 
tics —In the minds of many, the impression prevails that because 
the public utility law of a state gives the commission regulatory 
authority over the securities of public utilities, it has almost 
unlimited power to prevent the issuance of securities if it sees 
fit to do so. 


some of the securities of telephone companies, their power is 


While the commissions do have authority over 


not absolute. They merely have power to require public utilities 
to show a legal right to finance themselves by issuing securities 
and the authorization of security issues by a state utility com- 
mission is not necessarily a state guarantee of their safety. 

The laws of most of the states in which the financing of pub- 
lic utilities is under the supervision of the state utility commis- 
sions, generally state that the power of public utilities to issue 
stocks and stock certificates, and bonds, notes, and other evi- 
dences of indebtedness, and to create liens on their property 
within the state is a special privilege, the right of supervision, 
regulation, restriction, and control of which is, and shall con- 
tinue to be, invested in the state. There is also a provision 
that no telephone or telegraph utility shall mortgage or other- 
wise encumber the whole or any part of its system without the 
authority of the commission. 


The legislative act delegating power to the utility commission 
to regulate public utility financing usually applies only to securi- 
ties which become due and payable in more than 12 months, 
from the date of issue. The commissions do not have any au- 
thority over the securities of utilities which become payable in 
less than 12 months, but if any such bonds, notes or other evi- 
dences of indebtedness, in whole or in part, directly or in- 
directly, be refunded by any issue of bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness running for more than a specified period, usu- 
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ally 12 months, then the commissions have regulatory authority. 

140. Features Included in a Commission's Order Authorizing 
Issuance of Securities—Before a public utility can issue securi- 
ties which become due and payable in more than 12 months, it 
must have an order from the commission of the state in which 
it operates, authorizing the issue and stating the amount and 
purpose or purposes to which the proceeds are to be applied. 

The order must also show that, in the commission’s opinion, 
the money, property, or labor to be procured or paid for by the 
proceeds of the issue of securities, is “reasonably required” or 
“reasonably necessary” for the purposes specified and that such 
purposes are not in whole or in part reasonably chargeable to the 
operating expenses or income of the utility. If the securities are 
to be exchanged for property, its value must be given in the 
commission’s certificate and must be recorded upon the books 
of the company. 

141. Purposes for Which Securities May Be Issued—The 
purposes for which application may be made to a commission 
for the issuance of securities by a public utility are: 

For the acquisition of property; for construction, completion, 
extension or improvement of facilities; for the improvement of 
service; for the discharge or lawful refunding of obligations; or 
for the reimbursement of moneys actually expended from in- 
come or from other moneys in the treasury not secured by or 
obtained from the issue of stocks or other securities. 

It should be noted that maintenance of service and replace- 
ments are not included in this list. In discussing this point in 
a recent order (No. 258), the New York Public Service Com- 
mission in referring to a decision of the New York Court of 
Appeals (People, ex rel. B. L. H. & P. Co. vs. Stevens, 203 
N. Y., pages 7 and 21) says: 


In short, the manifest intent of the court’s determination is 
to declare a want of power in the commission to approve of 
the issue of securities which would result in increasing the 
capital burdens of the corporation beyond the point where it 
would be possible to find property behind outstanding indebted- 
ness. Thus, after discussing at some length the duty of a cor- 
poration to make provision for replacing worn-out tools and to 
provide for ordinary plant depreciation, the opinion states “if 
that is not done, and renewals and replacements are continually 
added to the capital account, the capital account must neces- 
sarily become more and more out of proportion to the real 
value of the property of the corporation.” 

142. Information Required in the Application for Permission 
to Issue Securities—When a public utility desires to issue se- 
curities, it must file with the commission in the state in which 
it operates, a statement of the purpose of the issue or rather 
the purpose for which the proceeds are to be used. 

This statement must be signed and verified by the presi- 
dent and secretary, or if it has not such officers, by two of its 
incorporators or owners. The information which is usually 
required is: 

The amount and character of the securities proposed to be 
issued; the purposes for which they are to be issued; a de- 
scription and estimated value of any property to be acquired 
through the issuance of the securities; the amount of cash to 
be received from the sale of the securities and a statement of 
the financial condition of the public utility and its previous 
operations so far as relevant. 

False statements to secure the issue of securities or the 
order of the commission are punishable by a fine or imprison- 


ment or by both. (To be Concluded) 
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BELL-WESTERN ELECTRIC COMBINATION. 
(Concluded from page 22.) 

It seems to me that action before the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion will be the first and best thing to do, because, as I understand 
it, that is exactly what that commission is for. If it cannot 
stop such unfair practices, I cannot see what its mission is. 
While it might delay things a little to take it up with the com- 
mission first, it seems to me that it should be given the 
first opportunity of passing on the matter—then, if satisfaction 
is not secured, the matter can be taken up in court. The Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, however, offers apparently the quick- 
est method of getting action, as a suit would necessarily be 
long and expensive and in the end we might get nowhere. 

I never have been able to understand how companies or 
corporations whose very existence depends on the franchise 
granted them by the people, could or should be permitted to 
compete with those self-same people. 

If any appeal to the Federal Trade Commission should have 
the effect of divorcing the Western Electric and the Bell, we 
might be in even worse position than we are now in one re- 
spect, because the Western Electric would then be absolutely 
free to solicit our trade and compete. On the other hand, if 
the matter is handled properly, it may be possible to throw 
open the Bell company’s buying to Independent manufacturers 
again or else force the Western Electric to desist from solicit- 
ing Independent business so long as it is supplying the Bell 
companies with its apparatus exclusively. They certainly 
should not be allowed to have their cake and eat it too.” 


From Factory 


Gasoline and Kerosene Fire Pots and Torches. 

With the passing of the winter months, telephone com- 
panies are using various kinds of torches and fire pots to a 
much greater extent than during the cold weather. This 
is due, of course, to new construction, extension and repair 
work which can be done to better advantage during the 
warmer seasons. The requirements of companies as to the 
types of fire pots and torches differ.. Some companies use 
the gasoline torch while others prefer those which burn 
kerosene oil. 

The Ashton Mfg. Co., 184-6 Emmet Street, Newark, N. J., 
manufactures a complete line of torches and fire pots which 
meet the different requirements of telephone companies. A 
number of the company’s fire pots have tanks of seamless 
drawn steel; with the bottoms and all fittings welded into 
place, thus making the tanks extra strong and durable. 

Of particular interest, in view of the present high price of 
gasoline, are the kerosene fire pots and kerosene torches 
which the company produces. The kerosene fire pots are 
made in three styles and the burners are designed to pro- 
duce intensity of heat at a very low cost. The jet block on 
the burners is removable, enabling the operator to clean 
the burner readily, should it ever become clogged with the 
impurities of kerosene. Air pressure may be quickly sup- 
plied by means of an extra large automatic brass pump in 
the tank. 

The No. 69. kerosene fire pot is especially adapted for 
telephone and cable work for outside use in windy and 
stormy weather. The filler cap is fitted with an air valve for 
use in releasing the air pressure and for extinguishing the 
flame. This fire pot has a large cast top plate and a large 
round shield or hood with an extra heavy iron handle. 
The No. 67 and No. 68 kerosene fire pots are also adapted 
for the requirements of telephone men. 

In addition to a complete line of gasoline torches, the 
company manufactures two types of kerosene torches, No. 
29 and No. 30, the former being quart size torch and the 
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“I will answer your questions as they come: (1) We will 
surely do our part. (2) No. (3) No. (4) No. (5) No. (6) I 
do not thoroughly understand the legal status of the case, but 
certainly believe the condition should not be allowed to exist, 
providing it is illegal, and I personally believe it is. (7) No. 
(8) No. 

The situation looks to me, as follows: Providing the West- 
ern Electric Co. is divorced and allowed to sell broadcast, it 
would be harmful to the Independent manutacturers. Without 
a question, certain interests would continue to purchase their 
equipment from the Western Electric Co., and the Independent 
manufacturer would not have an opportunity to get in at all. 
If it could be actually divorced, then the condition is certainly 
correct, but if it is divorced some effort should be made to 
protect the companies in the open, so we would have an oppor- 
tunity to sell to everybody including Bell operating companies.” 





Opportunity for Establishing Exchange in Paraguay. 

Asuncion, a city of about 45,000 in Paraguay, South 
America, has had no telephones for about three years. A 
system was installed by a company under a concession, but 
about three years ago the central office was destroyed by 
fire and has never been rebuilt. It is said that an English 
company will endeavor to obtain a concession to install 
telephones. A properly managed system, S. H. Wiley, 
American consul at Asuncion, states, should be a profitable 
investment and it is probable that a liberal concession could 
be obtained from the government for its construction. 


and Salesroom 


latter the pint size. The tank is made of heavy seam- 
less drawn brass with a heavy bottom and is fitted with a 
large automatic brass pump. The filler screw cap is pro- 
vided with an air-releasing screw. The burner, which has 
all parts brazed, produces a large steady blue flame of in- 
tense heat under varying conditions. It is stated that this 
flame will quickly melt a quarter-inch copper rod. Like 
the fire pots, the burner has a detachable jet block so 
that it may be readily cleaned, should it become clogged 
from the impurities in the kerosene. 

The company will be pleased to send full information re- 
garding its various fire pots and torches to those interested. 





Stromberg-Carlson Equipment for Noblesville, Ind. 
The Home Telephone Co., of Noblesville, Ind., 
awarded a contract to the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone 
Mfg. Co., of Rochester, N. Y., for a complete exchange 
equipment to replace the apparatus installed by the same 
company over 15 years ago. The main switchboard will 
be arranged for an ultimate capacity of 1,800 subscribers’ 
lines, of which 800 are to be equipped for immediate 

operation. 

The initial installation will consist of two three-posi- 
tion steel frame sections and a cable-turning section with 
solid mahogany woodwork throughout. The first position 
will serve as a night toll position and will be equipped 
with 30 regular toll line equipments and five looping tol! 
line equipments. The second position will be a rural lin¢ 
position, equipped for the immediate operation of 50 dro| 
signal line equipments. 

The remainder of the switchboard will be equipped wit! 
regular central energy subscribers’ lines. No answering 
jacks are specified for these lines as all calls will be an- 
swered directly from the multiple jacks which are as 
sociated with the corresponding multiple lamp jacks it 
each multiple section. 

The night toll position No. 1 will be wired for both tol! 
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to toll and universal circuits, but none of the latter will 
be furnished in the initial installation. The present equip- 
ment will consist of five toll to toll cord pair equipments 
with single lamp supervision. All of the cord circuits in 
rural line position No. 2 will be of the universal type, the 
cords of which automatically adapt themselves to the re- 
quirements of the connection, whether toll to toll or toll 
to central energy, or central energy to central energy. 

The equipment provides for double lamp supervision 
for both magneto and central energy connections, also for 
the flashing recall signal on the answering cord when a cen- 
tral energy subscriber signals for another connection and 
when a toll or rural subscriber “rings off.” In addition 
to the flashing recall, a buzzer is provided to give the 
operator an audible signal when this circuit is operated. 
The cord circuits in the local positions are to be wired 
and equipped for automatic ringing, automatic operator’s 
cut-in and cut-off, and recall keys in addition to the flash- 
ing recall feature. 

The toll switchboard will consist of a standard two-posi- 
tion switchboard of the Stromberg-Carlson company’s 
standard No. A-5450 type finished in mahogany to match 
the main switchboard. Wiring and cabling will be fur- 
nished for an ultimate capacity of 20 regular toll line 
equipments and 10 looping toll line equipments. The wire 
chief’s and chief operator’s desks will be of the cordless 
type, using standard desk type cabinets. The chief oper- 
ator’s desk will contain, in addition to the usual chief 
operator’s equipment, service meters connected with each 
of the local operators’ positions. 

Current for the operation of the exchange will be sup- 
plied by a storage battery equipment consisting of two 
sets of eleven of Electric Storage Battery Co.’s type E-9 
cells. The power equipment will include a 20-ampere 
mercury arc rectifier, harmonic converter with duplicate 
sets of vibrators, relay interrupter set and a power board 
with proper control equipment. 





A New Kellogg Transmitter Arm. 

One of the big features of the Kellogg low key-shelf 
switchboards, which by the way, the manufacturer claims 
are proving very popular judging by weekly shipments, is 
the new transmitter arm. This arm is of heavy brass with 
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New Kellogg Transmitter Arm Is Adjustable to Operator’s Position. 


Kellogg nickel plating, an assurance of long service. The 
cord wheels are accurately made to operate with the least 
friction, and the bushed openings for cords are carefully 
rounded for the same reason. 

For years and years telephone men have had to fuss 
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and bother with transmitter cord weights, dangling around 
right where they could do the most damage—in back of 
the drop and jack strip. The Kellogg transmitter arm is 
claimed to do away with this cord weight nuisance and 
that is certainly a big feature. 

Then the new arm is most adaptable. 
can be instantly adjusted to any position by moving the 


The transmitter 





Kellogg Low Key-Shelf Switchboard with New Transmitter Arm. 


end of the arm forward or backward. The entire arm 
can be turned to right or left, and can be raised instantly 
from a horizontal to a vertical position. All of these posi- 
tions are taken without any adjusting or delay. The lateral 
movement is secured by a revolving turret base, adjustable 
with a convenient set screw while a heavy spring catch in 
the arm proper controls the telescope extension. 

Where the operator handles office work at an adjoining 
table or desk or where, as in many small store installa- 
tions, she frequently must leave the board, this arm is 
most convenient. It makes for better service, as the 
operator can talk directly into the mouthpiece of the sus- 
pended transmitter, whether she is sitting at right or left 
of the board, or in a standing position. The transmitter 
is held securely in all positions and there is said to be a 
minimum of wear on the cords. 

To thoroughly appreciate this improvement to switch- 
boards, the arm should be seen in service. 

The Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., Chicago, will 
furnish further details and prices on request. 





Southwestern Distributors of Garford Company Busy. 

F. M. Coker, sales manager of the Dean Electric Co. of Cali- 
fornia, Southwestern distributor for the Garford Mfg. Co., 
located in the city of Los Angeles, has just completed the 
installation of a complete up-to-date common battery exchange, 
together with complete power plant, all desk and wall tele- 
phones required, in the large manufacturing plant of the 
Union Tool Co., of Torrance, Cal. This equipment was se- 
lected by the engineers of the Union Tool Co. after a complete 
investigation and thorough tests had been made. It replaces 
a magneto system of another make that has been in use up to 
this time. 

Mr. Coker is one of the live wires on the coast, and is known 
to all Independent telephone men in that territory. It is said 
that he is closing up several orders for the installation of com- 
plete private branch exchanges. 





Complete Catalog of Telephone Apparatus and Supplies. 

Everything required for the complete equipment and 
operation of a telephone exchange is shown in a new 
224-page general catalog just published by the American 
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Electric Co., of Chicago. The latest type wall and desk 
telephones, and the latest type switchboards with their 
integral parts are well illustrated by clear, half-tone cuts. 
The lines of intercommunicating telephones and their sup- 
plies, construction materials, linemen’s tools and supplies 
are unusually complete, and there are 36 pages of diagrams, 
circuits, tables and formulas that have been prepared for 
special service to the telephone engineer and manager. 
This catalog, it is stated, has been edited by men who 
know the telephone companies’ problems, and who know 
that if this book is consulted freely it will not only be 
found instructive, but will be found to contain many valu- 
able suggestions when it comes to filling a company’s re- 
quirements for this season’s rebuilding and extension work. 
While much detail of telephone apparatus is shown, the 
subject matter and descriptions are written so that they 
will be, so far as possible, non-technical, and explain the 








New General Catalog of the American Electric Co. 


essentials necessary to the proper selection of apparatus 
and supplies. This catalog will no doubt find a useful place 
in the files of every practical telephone man. 

This book is an unusual specimen of good printing and 
art work. 





White Trucks for Telephone Work. 


N. O. Pierce, division superintendent of the Mountain 
States Telephone & Telegraph Co., is so thoroughly familiar 
with White motor trucks, through the experience the com- 
pany has had with White equipment in nine Western cities, 
that when he finds his service demanding an additional 
truck, he merely uses the long distance telephone to call 
the White factory in Cleveland, Ohio, and inquire as to 
how soon delivery can be made. 

Mr. Pierce recently ordered a White three-quarter ton 
special telephone truck from Pueblo, Colo., and was agree- 
ably surprised to learn that he could secure delivery the 
same afternoon. Thirty minutes after he had talked with 





of these machines. 
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F. H. Williams, manager of the telephone truck depart- 
ment of the White company, he secured the truck. 

The White three-quarter ton special telephone truck has 
been especially designed and built by experts familiar 
with all phases of telephone service. It can be used for 
light construction work and general maintenance in cities, 
suburban territories, rural communities and smaller towns. 
This truck is said to be particularly desirable for main- 
tenance work, due to the speed that can be made with it 
in safety, its carrying capacity and economical opera- 
tion. 

Provision has been made for carrying all necessary tools 
and construction supplies in bins on the sides that are 
easily accessible to the workmen and time formerly lost 
in locating material is practically eliminated by the use 
Special brackets for carrying pike 
poles and ladders have been fitted and there is ample room 
in the body of the truck for carrying wire and other bulky 
materials. 

The Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph Co. owns 
and operates White trucks in Boise, Idaho; Butte, and 
Missoula, Mont.; Cheyenne, Wyo.; Denver, Trinidad and 
Greeley, Colo.; and Salt Lake City, Utah. 





Automatic Electric and Western Electric Patent Rights. 

From time to time rumors have been circulated that negotia- 
tions were pending between the Western Electric Co. and the 
Automatic Electric Co., of Chicago, but just what these nego- 
tiations covered was a matter of doubt. 

In the last issue, TELEPHONY referred to a deal being closed 
but at that time no details were available. It is now confirmed 
that an arrangement has been consummated by which the West- 
ern Electric Co. acquires the right to manufacture automatic 
telephone apparatus under United States patents of the Auto- 
matic Electric Co. As a result of this agreement the field for 
the use of automatic telephony is very greatly broadened. 

It is definitely stated that the Western Electric Co. acquires 
no interest of any nature in the Automatic Electric Co. and this 
.tatement should set at rest ai.y rumors to the contrary. 





To Cut Over Central Energy System at Maysville, Ky. 

Preparations are being made for cutting over at the 
local’ exchange. of the Maysville Home Telephone Co., 
Maysville, Ky., to the new central energy system, which 
has practically been completed, on June 1. New Strom- 
berg-Carlson equipment has been installed throughout. 

At some time shortly following the first of June, Warren 
Paine, assistant superintendent of the Central Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., is arranging to hold a district op- 
erators’ meeting in Maysville, at which the visitors will 
be shown the new equipment and the new home of the 
company in the First National Bank building. 


Paragraphs. 

Tue Pawiinc & HARNISCHFEGER Co., of Milwaukee, Wis., 
has just issued a new bulletin on the “P & H” Pipe Line Ex- 
cavator, which supersedes the company’s old general contractors’ 
machine bulletin. Copies of this new bulletin will be sent to 
interested parties, upon request. 

Tue Leeps & NortHrup Co., 4901 Stenton avenue, Philade!- 
phia, Pa., has issued its May Odd Stock List of shop-worn, used 
or slightly damaged L. & N. testing instruments which are 
listed at greatly reduced prices. Copies of this stock list may 
be obtained upon application. 

Tue NorTHWESTERN ELectric EguipMENtT Co., of St. Pav, 
Minn., annotunces the death of its secretary, Albert James Au- 
derson on Wednesday, May 17, at his home at St. Paul. 

Tue Correy System & Aunit Co., of Indianapolis, Ind., ‘ 
making an audit of the Hanamo Teleph@fie''Co, of Mary- 
ville, Mo. a 
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Consider 
The Simplicity The Saving The Results 


any common laborer can is evident throughout the entire are quick and permanent. 
grasp the idea. It’s so sim- process. No new poles; freight or The pole is as strong as the 
ple. Four simple tools, iron cartage; skilled pole setters and day first set. The whole 
rods, expanded metal and 1j the O 7 operation takes from % to 
concrete. No changeovers inemen ; the rr Process requires 1/5 the time, labor and 
or danger to linemen and about 1/3 the time. No pave- money needed to set new 
surrounding property. ments or sidewalks to pay for. poles. 


Here’s How It Is Done 





A hole about six inches wide is 
opened around the decayed pole, 
the rotted wood is chopped away, 
reinforcing rods are driven into 
the sound wood above and below 
the decayed section and the upper 
part of these rods encircled with a 
strip of expanded metal. Concrete 
is then poured around the pole 
forming a protecting sleeve which 
comes above ground in the form 
of a slightly tapering collar and 
extends below the rods_ under- 


neath the ground. 


A . a 
Isn’t It Worth Trying? 
a ‘ 
In our booklet, “Net Results,’’ we show you comparisons—in dollars and cents; minutes and hours—between the costs 
of setting new poles and ORR Reinforcing, taken from letters received from operating men all over North America. 


The whole operation takes less 
time than it takes to change 
over a set of wires. It is all 
done on the ground by unskilled 
labor. There is no interrupted 
service and no danger to work- 
men. And it makes the pole— 
no matter how badly decayed— 
as strong as the day it was first 
set. 



































Send a postal for it — right now 


HUBBARD & COMPANY - PITTSBURGH 
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Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 


TELEPHONE ATTACHMENT; J. F. 


1,179,642. ; ; 
Makowski, Berkeley, Cal.; assigned to Telephone Appliance Co., 


April 18, 1916. 


San Francisco, Cal. The receiver support described in this 
patent is designed for use in connection with desk stands. It 
consists of two parts, one a clamp which is attached to the stand- 
ard of the desk set and the other an arm pivotally connected 
to the clamp and having a cam adapted to depress the receiver 
hook and hold it down. A receiver clamp is pivotally connected 
with the top of this arm. 

1,179,700. April 18, 1916. TAkeE Up Device ror TELEPHONE 
Corps: W. P. Cornell, Charleston, S. C. This device for desk 
stand cords consists of a flexible spiral of spring wire the con- 
volutions of which are provided with means for securing it to 
the telephone cord substantially throughout its length. 

1,179,741. April 18, 1916. Automatic TELEPHONE SYSTEM; 
G. E. Mueller, Aurora, Ill.; assigned to Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Co., Chicago. The feature of this system is a selective 
switch in which are multiple terminals of link circuits arranged 
in groups to correspond with the grouping of the link circuits. 
One group contact is provided in the switch for each group. 
An auxiliary switch is operated by electromagnetic means to 
alter the normal electrical conditions of the group terminals. 
There are 51 claims to the patent. 

1,179,896. April 18, 1916. TELEPHONE RECEIVER SUPPORT; 
C. S. Cate, East Hampton, Mass. In this device an arm, pro- 
vided with an opening at its upper end to receive the receiver, 
has an extension arranged at an angle to the receiver-support- 
ing arm. This extension is associated with a base in which is 
located a spring so that its force will serve to retain the re- 
ceiver-supporting arm in different positions of adjustment. 

1,180,147. April 18, 1916. ComBIiNATION TELEPHONE; R. B. 
Hatch, Memphis, Tenn. The feceiver of this instrument has a 
horn attached to it. A wire is fastened to the horn adjacent to 
its attachment to the receiver and is bent about the end of the 
horn. A transmitter is secured to the end of the wire adjacent 
to the outer end of the horn while a circuit-closing switch is 
placed upon the shank portion of the instrument. .A hood is 
secured to and extends over the horn, thus enclosing both re- 
ceiver and transmitter. 

1,180,286. April 25, 1916. TELEPHONE TRUNKING SysTEM; E. 
D. Fales, LaGrange, Ill.; assigned to Automatic Electric Co., 
Chicago. In this automatic system a non-numerical switch is 
provided for each end of a two-way trunk line. A switch is 
provided at each exchange for seizing the trunk. Whenever 
the trunk is seized at either end, the non-numerical switches at 
both ends are disconnected from the trunk and at the same 
time the non-numerical switch at the opposite end to the seizing 
switch, is automatically operated to set up a connection with 
another line. 

1,180,293. April 25, 1916. SELEcTIVE SIGNALING SYSTEM AND 
APPARATUS THEREFOR; J. A. Hulit, Chicago; assigned to Auto- 
matic Electric Co. In this train dispatching system, a station 
selector is operated by an interrupted series of regular impulses 
of greater duration than telegraphic impulses, when the im- 
pulses and interruptions are in a predetermined order. Provision 
is made for preventing the selector from being operated by a 
succession of telegraphic impulses or by an uninterrupted series 
of regular impulses. 

1,180,462. April 25, 1916. TELEPHONE RECEIVER; B. D. Willis, 
Chicago; assigned to Automatic Electric Co. In this direct 
current receiver, an insulating member is removably mounted 
on the outside face of a diaphragm support. An electromagnet 
is mounted with the diaphragm and support and a continuous 
section of the receiver core projects through the insulating 
member to hold the electromagnet in place. 

1,180,555. April 25, 1916. RecorpING CoUNTER FOR TELEPHONIC 
CONVERSATION AND SIMILAR Purposes: A. C. Viardot, Paris, 
France; assigned to Association des Ouvriers en Instruments 
de Precision, Paris. A printing recording mechanism is con- 
trolled by the opening and closing of a door of a casing in 
which the mechanism is mounted. 

1,180,559. April 25, 1916. Secrecy INTERCOMMUNICATING 
TELEPHONE System; W. P. Andrick, Jamaica, N. Y.; assigned 
to General Acoustic Co., New York. A common battery sup- 
plies talking current to all of the talking circuits. At each sta- 
tion, a relay in the signaling circuit to any station called, has a 
contact by which talking circuits from the station to other sta- 
tions can be exclusively established. 

1,180,692. April 25, 1916. TELEPHONE Drop; C. C. Bradbury, 
Chicago ; assigned to Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. In this 
switchboard drop a shutter-actuating armature is supported by 
the drop shell and adapted to be horizontally attracted by the 
end of the shell. A coil having a pole piece for attracting the 
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armature is adapted to be moved in and out of the rear end 
of the shell without disturbing the armature. 

1,180,843. April 25, 1916. AuToMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEM; 
C. L. Goodrum, New York; assigned to Western Electric Co. 
A line relay and an electromagnet control the directive move- 
ment of a stepping magnet, a locking circuit of which is con- 
trolled by the electromagnet. Through means controlled by the 











{a 





(te 
oo 
—— 





f 





e 


sonoma 














No. 1,181,559. 











electromagnet, a stop is positioned to limit the effective stroke 
of the armature of the stepping magnet and to then interrupt 
its locking circuit. 

1,180,917. April 25, 1916. THERMO-TELEPHONE; O. Graetzer, 
Serlin-Lichterfelde, Germany. The feature of this patent is a 
heating body for a thermo-telephone. Details are given of the 
construction of an insulating block upon which a number of 
Wollaston wires may be mounted. 

1,181,092. April 25, 1916. Common Battery Rotary Con- 
NECTOR SySTEM; W. L. Campbell, Chicago; assigned to First 
Trust & Savings Bank, Chicago. In this automatic system, 
a rotary connector is provided with means for automatically 
selecting an idle line leading to the called substation. Talking 
current is supplied through the connector to the line of the 
called subscriber, a ringer relay normally closing the talking 
circuit at the connector. Provision is made by means of which 
a called subscriber controls the supply of talking current to the 
substation of the calling subscriber. There are 41 claims to 
this patent. . 

1,181,093. April 25, 1916. TELEPHONE Party LINE SysTEM; 
C. J. Erickson, Chicago; assigned to First Trust & Savings 
Bank, Chicago. In this common battery automatic party line 
system, the common battery has one pole grounded and the 
other one normally connected with the line. There is a norm- 
ally closed connection between the ground and one side of the 
line at the central office and means are provided for opening 
this ground connection and closing the line circuit when the 
subscriber first operates the calling mechaaism. 

1,181,559. May 2, 1916. INTERCOMMUNICATING SELECTIVE 
Lockout TELEPHONE System; F. W. Adsit, Minneapolis, Minn. ; 
assigned to Adsit Telephone Lockout Co., Escanaba, Mich. 
Each subscriber’s set comprises a grounded ringer, a magneto 
and a step-up selector for connecting the instrument with 
the line on a predetermined step. There are also means re- 
sponsive to magneto operation at any station, to connect the 
magneto of that station with the line to operate the selectors at 
all stations on the line. The magneto operation at that sta- 
tion may also establish a ground return ringing circuit to the 
line. Electro-responsive release means for the electrically set 
devices are also provided. At the central office controlling 
means are provided for the source of release current supply and 
adapted for connection in a ground return circuit. Means re- 
sponsive to ringing current prevent the closure of the ground 
return circuit during the ringing operation and cause the closure 
subsequently to the cessation of the ringing current. 

1,181,656. May 2, 1916. Pore CHANGER; C. J. Erickson, Chi- 
cago; assigned to First Trust & Savings Bank, Chicago. In this 
pole changer a plurality of circuits of a coil are controlled by 
a pendulum, a support for which is included in one of the cir- 
cuits. A polarized armature is rigid with the pendulum, the 
operation of which shifts a middle terminal of the battery alter- 
nately from one terminal of the battery to the other. 

1,181,679. May 2, 1916. ATTACHMENT FoR CALLING DEVICES; 
E. A. Mellinger, Chicago; assigned to Automatic Electric Co. 
The feature of this calling device for automatic telephone sets 
1s a pivoted lever adjacent to a finger stop provided for limit- 
ing the movement of a rotary dial. The pivoted lever neces- 
sitates the removal of the finger from the finger hold before 
the dial can rotate in the opposite direction. 
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MORE AUTOMATIC TELEPHONES 
FOR CUBA 


The Cuban Telephone Company has just placed an 








order for 1000 lines of Automatic equipment as additions 
to its present Girl-less system. 


This company began operating the Automatic, in one 
exchange, in 1910. At that time they had less than 6000 


telephones in service. 


Today—six years later—this Company is operating 
Six Automatic Exchanges, with an aggregate of 20,000 
stations connected. 


This record —like that of the Ohio State Telephone 
Company, which has just installed four new Automatic 
Exchanges, and the Dakota Central Telephone Company, 
which has just cut in its fifth girl-less plant — prove the 
fact that 


The more a Telephone Company 
knows about Automatic 
the better they like it. 


No endorsement can be greater than this. 








Automatic Electric Company 
Chicago 
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1,181,707. May 2, 1916. Support AND GUARD FoR TELEPHONE 
Wires; G. W. Welch, Decorah, Iowa. A channel element is 
secured to a support with the channel at the underside and its 
side flanges depending. Provision is made to afford insulated 
support to telephone wires within the plane of the side flanges, 
there being guard elements at the ends of the side elements 
projecting outwardly therefrom at opposite sides. 

1,181,710. May 2, 1916. TELEPHONE RecEIvER; B. D. Willis, 
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Chicago; assigned to Automatic Electric Co. In this direct 
current receiver the electromagnet: has a coil or winding for 
operating the diaphragm. The coefficient of self-induction of 
the coil expressed in henrys and divided by the number of turns 
is between 0.000094 and 0.00016. 

1,181,947. May 2, 1916. TELEPHONE; J. O. Cadieux, Meridian, 
Conn.; assigned to Connecticut Telephone & Electric Co. The 
feature of this intercommunicating flush telephone set is a 
receiver provided with a megaphone throat-piece surrounded 
and enclosing an annular receiving opening in the face plate 
and a conical deflector within the throat-piece with its base in- 
side the inner periphery of the annular receiving opening. 

1,182,029. May 9, 1916. RAtLway TELEPHONE AND SIGNAL 
System; G. E. Neel, Abilene, Texas, parts assigned to T. A. 
Russel and E. N. Kirby, Abilene, and O. Clapp, North Roby, 
Texas. A ground telephone system is described. A conduc- 
tor is placed alongside the track and has a series of contacts 
connected to it. A telephone set carried on a train has one 
side connected to a brush which co-operates with the contacts 
of the conductor. The other side of the telephone set is 
grounded. The station telephone sets have one side grounded 
and means are provided for connecting the other side with 
the conductor extending along the track. 

1,182,138. May 9, 1916. TELEPHONE ReEcEIVER HEADPIECE; 
J. O. Bradley, New York. A pair of watchcase receivers are 
mounted on arms pivotally connected with one end of a cylin- 
drical block which has an annular rib at its other end to en- 
gage a telephone switchhook. The arms are provided with 
springs which tend to keep them close together when not in 
use. 

1,182,202. May 9, 1916. Vorratc Ceti ANp Battery; F. R. 
Parker, Chicago. A dry battery composed of flat cake-like 
cells screwed together one upon another to form a rigid unit 
of the whole, is described. This is of a new design and the 
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cells are adapted for all uses, no wires or extra parts being 
required for connecting the cells to form a battery. For tele- 
phone service two of the cells screwed together occupy the 
same space as two ordinary No. 6 dry cells. The cells are 
said to be more compact, efficient, and lighter in weight and of 
a greater electrical output than the ordinary No. 6 cell. 

1,182,300. May 9, 1916. TRANSMISSION oF ELECTRICAL Im- 
PULSES; G. Musso, New York. In this system for telegraphic 
and telephonic use the transmission apparatus comprises at 
least one local circuit. This circuit includes a source of elec- 
tromotive force and an inductance coil of predetermined output 
sufficient for overcoming the ohmic resistance of the main line 
and having its self-inductance so proportioned as to balance 
or neutralize the electrostatic capacity of the main line. Means 
are provided which are adapted to impress an extra current 
upon the line and to successively change the direction of this 
extra current. 

1,182,302. May 9, 1916. TRANSMISSION OF ELEcTRICAL Im- 
PULSES Over Circuits or Hico Execrrostatic Capacity; G. 
Musso, New York. In this system of long distance telephony 
a source of electromotive force, a telephone transmitter and a 
solenoid of predetermined self-induction are placed in a local 
circuit. The self-inductance of the solenoid is so proportioned 
as to balance or neutralize the electrostatic capacity of the 
main line and is of a predetermined output and intensity suffi- 
cient for overcoming the ohmic resistance of the main line upon 
which the electrical impulses are impressed. Arrangements 
are provided for connecting the source of electromotive force 
and the solid in series with the main line and the transmitter 
in shunt therewith. 

1,182,363. May 9, 1916. SELector Switcu; O. F. Forsberg, 
Yonkers, N. Y.; assigned to Western Electric Co. In this 
automatic selector switch a brush, normally resting at the top 
of a vertical row of terminals, is adapted to drop in long and 
short steps over the row of terminals. A stepping magnet acts 
to elevate the brush carrier to its normal position. 

1,182,538. May 9, 1916. Line Connectinc Device; A. H. 
Dyson, Montclair, N. J. A cross-bar type of automatic tele- 
phone switch is described. An actuating bar is provided for 
each of two parallel rows of. multiple-connected contacts. A 
pivoted link connects the bars so that the movement of one 
bar will cause an opposite movement of the other. 

1,182,706. May 9, 1916. Support ror TELEPHONES OR THE 
LiKE; C. C. Priest, El Paso, Texas. -This support for a tele- 
phone desk stand consists of-a bracket device which is ver- 
tically adjustable. Clamps are provided for holding the desk 
set in position. 

1,182,726. May 9, 1916. TELEPHONE CALL SIGNAL; J. J. Wet- 
more, Syracuse, N. Y. The feature of this ringer for tele- 
phone sets is a bracket extending some distance to the front 
and in a plane above the armature. A leaf spring has one 
end secured to the front end of the bracket and its rear end 
engaged with the bell striker at a point between the armature 
and the bells. Provision is made on the bracket for adjust- 
ing the spring. 

1,182,744. May 9, 1916. TELEPHONE ATTACHMENT; C. E. 
Booker, Suffolk, Va., assigned one-third to A. C. Volper. This 
device is attachable to the side of a telephone set to enter the 
path of movement of the receiver hook so as to hold it ele- 
vated with the receiver on the hook. A spring is associated 
with the device and is automatically operable to restore the 
device to normal position succeeding the removal of the re- 
ceiver from the hook. The purpose of the attachment is to 
hold the line while another person is being called to the in- 
strument. 


Condensed News Reports 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly All Financial and Other State- 
ments as Soon as Issued and Any Items of Interest as to Their Plants and Systems 


New Companies and Incorporations. 

BEEcHER City, Irt.—The Beecher City Telephone Co. was 
incorporated recently with a capital stock of $2,500. The in- 
corporators are P. R. Phillips, H. R. Engel and J. N. Richards. 

WILLIAMSVILLE, Itt.—The Williamsville Telephone Co. has 
been formed by a consolidation of the Sangamon Valley Tele- 
phone Co. and the Williamsville and Sherman telephone com- 
panies. The consolidation was effected at a meeting of the di- 
rqectors and stockholders of the two companies at Williams- 
ville recently. 


LEDBETTER, Ky.—A new Independent telephone company has 
been organized at Ledbetter, Livingston county, Ky. A. P. 





Shepherd is president of the company and R. C. Eison secre- 
tary and treasurer. The directors are M. L. Powell, James 1. 
Wilson, Henry Brewster, A. P. Shepherd and R. C. Eison. 


Omer, Ky.—The Omer & Bonnie Telephone Co. has been in- 
corporated with $380 capital by Harlan Murphy, Z. T. Fugate 
and others. 

Avon, Minn.—The Avon Rural Telephone Co. was incor- 
porated recently with a capital stock of $5,000. The incorpor- 
ators are F. Schmid, W. S. Barthalomew and A. E. Welle. 


STANDISH, Micu.—The Air Line Roadway Co. was incor- 
ported recently to carry on a telephone and messenger service. 
The authorized capital is $600. The incorporators are R. 
Fulsher, C. Neiman and E. E. Bell. 
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RICSSON 
STEEL TELEPHONES 


1 st —— They are the handsomest telephones made, and 
subscribers are pleased with them and take 
pride in keeping them neat. They put a stop 
to chronic kickers. 


F 1U e€ R easons 2nd— They are built to last almost indefinitely. The 


black enamel finish will outlast any known 


Why You wood polish and will match any color of wood- 


work or inside finish. 


Should U. Sse 3rd =_—<= They cost no more than reliable telephones of 


other makes, and are worth considerably more 

T h em to you. They do not deteriorate and they save 
you the heavy maintenance expense you have 
been accustomed to with others. 








4th— They are made by a manufacturer with a rep- 
utation for making the best telephone appara- 
tus known. Their guarantee makes you safe. 


4 h You will be using Steel Telephones altogether 
th— 
some day, so why not begin now. The sooner 
you get acquainted with the Ericsson kind the 
better pleased you will be later. 


BRANCHES AT 


Atlanta, Ga., 83 Marietta St. 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Boston, Mass., 451 Atlantic Avenue, 
Butte, Mont., 53 East Broadway. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 315 Se. Second St. 
Chicago, Ill., 14 N. Franklin St. 
Cleveland, O., 124 St. Clair Ave., N. E. 
Edmonton, Alta, Can., 504 Agency Bldg. 
Havana, Cuba, P. O. Box 6. 
Indianapolis, Ind., 124 So. Meridian St. 
- Jacksonville, Fla., 24 W. Forsythe St. 
Lincoln, Neb., 136 So. 10th St. 

Los Angeles, Cal., 1233 So. Olive St. 
Louisville, Ky., 514 W. Main St. 
Minneapolis, Minn., 19 N. 6th St. 

New Orleans, La., 810 Canal St. 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 31 Terminal Bldg. 
Portland, Ore., 329 Ankeny Ave. 
Richmond, Va., 5 Governor St. 

San Francisco, Cal., 530 Golden Gate Ave. 
Spokane, Wash., Paulsen Bldg. 

Toronto, Canada, 36 Adelaide St. 


ERICSSON MFG. COMPANY 


1102 MILITARY ROAD $3 $2 BUFFALO, N. Y. 














Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 





